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CHAPTER 1

REVIEW OF 
PHILIPPINE HISTORY



The Philippines is rich but the Filipino people are poor.

The Philippines is an archipelago with a tropical climate and a mountainous terrain. It is located a little 
above the equator and bounded by the Pacific Ocean, the China Sea and the Celebes Sea. It lies some 
600 miles southeast of the coast of mainland Asia and is strung on the north south axis, bounded by 
China to the north and Indonesia and North Kalimantan to the south. 

The geographic position of the Philippines makes the Filipino people literally close to the center of the 
world proletarian revolution and part of a gigantic wave of a powerful revolutionary movements 
in Southeast Asia. Though the Philippines seems surrounded by a moat and is at the outer rim of Asia 
directly facing U.S. imperialism, the Number One enemy of the worlds peoples, the Filipino people can 
rely on a great invincible political rear made up of all revolutionary peoples of Asia. 

The Philippines consists of 7,100 islands and islets with a total land area of 115,000 square miles. 
The two largest islands which are at the same time principal regions are Luzon and Mindanao. The 
former has a total land area of 54,000 square miles and the latter has 37,000 square miles. The 
third principal region is the group of islands and islets called the Visayas in the central part of the 
archipelago. The irregular coastline of the whole country extends to a little less than 11,000 miles. All 
the islands are seasonally inundated by river systems flowing from mountains. The plains and valleys 
are well populated. 

THE PHILIPPINES AND THE PEOPLE



Mountains, many of which are 
volcanic in origin, the extensive 

river systems & the tropical climate  
endow the Philippines with extremely 
fertile agricultural lands suitable for 
a wide variety of crops for food  
and industrial use

It has vast forest, mineral, 
marine and power resources.  

Its forests cover a little over 
one fifth (1/5) of the land. 
Forest products include medicine, 
paper, etc. Mineral resources 
include iron, gold, copper, nickel, 
oil, coal, chrome, and so many 
others needed for the industry.

Its principal rivers can be controlled to irrigate fields continuously and  
also to provide electricity to every part of the country. It has rich inland 

and sea fishing grounds. Numerous fine harbors and landlocked straits 
are available for building up the maritime industry. 
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Based on the 1990 Census, there are about 61 million Filipino people and they are increasing at the  
annual rate of 2.35 per cent. Seventy five per cent (75%) of them live in the countryside under 

backward and feudal conditions.

The Filipino people have been generated by several racial stocks. The main racial stock is Malay, which 
accounts for more than 85 per cent. Other significant factors in the racial composition of the people 

are Indonesian and Chinese. The Arab, Indian, Spanish, American and Negrito factors are present, but 
only to a marginal degree. 

More than 100 languages and dialects 
used in the country to this day.  

The nine most widely spoken are 
Tagalog (29.7%), Cebuano (24.2%), 
Ilocano (10.3%), Ilonggo (9.2%), 
Bicol (5.6%), Kapampangan (2.8%), 
Pangasinan (1.8%), and Waray (0.4%). 
Tagalog is the principal base of the 
national language which can now be 
spoken by the majority of the people in 
varying degrees of fluency. 



According to the most popular  
theory on the peopling of the 

archipelago in prehistoric times, 
the Aetas or Negritoes, small black 
people, first came to the Philippines  
on land bridges about 25,000 to 
30,000 years ago.

Then followed waves of Indonesian immigrants who came 
bringing with them an early stone age culture about 

5,000 to 6,000 years ago to bronze and copper culture 
about 1,500 BC from Indochina and South China. .

The first wave of the Malays came between 300 
and 200 B.C. bringing with them Indian cultural 

influences. Between the first and 13th centuries 
came the second wave who had a system of writing, 

as they were the first to leave historical 
records. By the 14th century was the 
third wave and by the 15th century 
came the Arab traders and religious 
teachers who laid the foundations of 
Islam in Sulu and in Mindanao. 



Before the coming of Spanish colonialists, the people of the Philippine archipelago had already 
attained a semicommunal and semislave social system in many parts and also a feudal system in 

certain parts, especially in Mindanao and Sulu, where such a feudal faith as Islam had already taken 
roots. The Aetas had the lowest form of social organization, which was primitive communal.

The people of the archipelago was about one million. The plains and valleys were well populated. 
About eighty per cent of the people lived along the coastlines and river banks. There were 
communities with a population of about 20,000 like Jolo and Manila. There was interisland 
commerce ranging from Luzon to Mindanao and vice versa. There were extensive trade relations with 
neighboring countries like China, Indochina, North Borneo, Indonesia, Malaya, Japan and Thailand. 

As evident from the forms of social organization already attained, the precolonial inhabitants of 
the Philippine archipelago had an internal basis for further social development. In either barangay or 
sultanate, there was a certain mode of production which was bound to develop further until it would 
wear out and be replaced with a new one. There were definite classes whose struggle was bound to 
bring about social development. 

THE PEOPLE UPON THE COMING OF THE SPANISH COLONIALISTS



The lowest form of social organization that the Spanish 
colonialists encountered was primitive communal. The  Aeta 

tribes, for example, dont have a permanent settlement, with 
little in the way of producing their own food at their disposal. 
They have no private ownership of land. 

There would have been no state. Groups of about 
ten to thirty were formed by able-bodied persons 

or senior members of the tribe to participate  
in various activities.

The people make a living by means of fishing, 
food-gathering, and foraging trees. They 

obtain honey and dig cassava, and other root 
crops found in the forests, river banks and 
coastlines. What was produced by hunting and 
gathering was quickly consumed. Everything that  
exists for any length of time such as spears, 
arches, other tools and temporary housing are 
divided for all tribal members. 



The barangay was the typical 
community in the whole 

archipelago. It was the basic 
political and economic unit 
independent of similar others. 
Each embraced a few hundreds 
of people and a small territory. 
Each was headed by a chieftain 
called the rajah or datu. The 
people had already attained a 
semicommunal and semislave 
social system.

The social structure comprised a petty nobility, the ruling class which  
had started to accumulate land that it owned privately or admini-

stered in the name of the clan or community; an intermediate class 
of freemen called the maharlikas who had enough land for their 
livelihood or who rendered special service to the rulers and who did 
not have to work in the fields.

And the ruled classes included the timawas, the serfs who shared the crops 
with the petty nobility, and also the slaves and semislaves who worked 

without having any definite share in the harvest. The lowest social strata is 
reserved for the slaves who may be prisoners of war, those who have been 
sentenced for a crime or those whpo haven't paid their debts.



The Islamic sultanates of Sulu and mainland 
Mindanao represented a higher stage of political 

and economic development than the barangay. 
Each of them encompassed more people and 
wider territory than the barangay comprised of 
one thousand to six thousand farmers, fishers and 
merchants. These had the first feudal form of 
social organization in the archipelago. 

The sultan reigned supreme 
over several datus and was 

conscious of his privilege to 
rule as a matter of hereditary 
“divine right.” They constituted 
a landlord class attended by a 
retinue of religious teachers, 
scribes and leading warriors. They 
presented themselves mainly as 
administrators of communal lands, 
apart from being direct 
owners of certain lands.

The sultans and the nobility 
exacted land rent in the form 

of religious tribute and lived 
off the toiling masses. Serfs 
and slaves alike were used to 
till the fields and to make more 
clearings from the forest. 



The people had developed extensive agricultural fields. In the plains 
or in the mountains, the people had developed irrigation systems. 

The Ifugao rice terraces were the product of the engineering genius 
of the people; a marvel of 12,000 miles if strung end-to-end. 

There were livestock-raising, fishing and brewing of beverages. They use 
nets, corral and other traps to catch a fair amount of fish. They also 

build fish farms and salt beds.

They produce arrack, cured 
meat, dried fish, and 

various kinds of food and 
drinks. They weave textiles 
from hemp to cotton. They 
also make embroidery, 
ropes, baskets, mats and 
pottery. The handicrafts 
were developing fast.



Also there were mining, the 
manufacture of metal 

implements, weapons and 
ornaments. Gunpowder had 
also come into use in warfare.

From the timber in the 
forests, they make sea 

vessels, from small to 
large sizes, for fishing, 
commercial expeditions 
and naval warfare. like 
the caracoa  that can 
accomodate 50 to 100 
people and a typical 
joangga  or lanong  that can 
carry up to 300 passengers.

There were stable metal smiths, carpenters, 
potters and other artisans in the barangay 

and the sultanate. Their products are traded 
for food, fish and other items that slaves and 
emancipated farmers and fisherfolk.



There was interisland commerce 
ranging from Luzon to Mindanao 

and vice-versa. There were 
extensive trade relations with 
neighboring countries like China, 
Indochina, North Borneo, Indonesia, 
Malaya, Japan and Thailand. 
Traders from as far as India and 
the Middle East vied for commerce 
with the precolonial inhabitants of 
the archipelago. 

As early as the 9th century, Sulu was an important trading emporium 
where trading ships from Cambodia, China and Indonesia converged. 

Arab traders brought goods from Sulu to the Chinese mainland through 
the port of Canton. In the 14th century, a large fleet of 60 vessels from 
China anchored at Manila Bay, Mindoro and  
Sulu. Previous to this, Chinese trading junks  
had been intermittently sailing into various  
points of the Philippine shoreline



The ruling classes 
made use of arms 

to maintain the social 
system, to assert their 
independence from  
other barangays or to  
repel foreign invaders. 

Oral and written laws existed in ancient 
Philippines. They were enforced  and 

cases were judged as trials were brought 
out to maintain the status of the landlords.

Over a hundred languages and dialects were spoken by the people 
in the archipelago before the Spaniards came. There was a written 

literature which included epics, ballads, riddles and verse-sayings; 
various forms and instruments of music and dances; and art works 
that included well-designed bells, drums, gongs, shields, weapons, 
tools, utensils, boats, combs, smoking pipes, lime tubes and baskets. The 
people sculpted images from wood, bone, ivory, horn or metals. 



Their implements and methods 
developed fast. While production 

progressed, they divided the 
different kinds of jobs among 
themselves and a few held the 
rights to the land. The control of 
land and the labor of those who 
lived on it laid the basis of social 
classes in Philippine society.

In either barangay or sultanate, there 
was a certain mode of production which 

was bound to develop further until it 
would wear out and be replaced with 
a new one. There were definite classes 
whose struggle was bound to bring about 
social development. As a matter of fact, 
the class struggle within the barangay 
was already getting extended into 
interbarangay wars. 



The kind of society that developed in more than three centuries of Spanish rule was colonial and 
feudal. It was a society basically ruled by the landlord class, which included the Spanish colonial 

officials. The Catholic religious orders and the local puppet chiefs. The masses of the people were 
kept to the status of serfs and even the freemen became dispossessed.

Spanish colonialists implemented the barangays that they had subjugated into larger 
administrative and economic units called the encomiendas and intensified feudal exploitation 
through the hacienda system. In the classic fashion of feudalism, the union of church and state 
suffused the entire colonial structure. Under the guise of looking after the spiritual welfare of the 
people, the friars had burned and destroyed the artifacts of precolonial culture.

Throughout the Spanish colonial regime, revolts broke out sporadically all over the archipelago 
against the tribute, corvee labor, commercial monopolies, excessive land rent, landgrabbing, 
imposition of the Catholic faith, arbitrary rules and other cruel practices of the colonial rulers, 
both lay and clerical. There were at least 200 revolts of uneven scope and duration. These grew 
with cumulative strength to create a great revolutionary tradition among the Filipino people. 

SPANISH COLONIALISM AND FEUDALISM 



Since the 15th century, Spanish merchants, in the name of their king, started to conquer the Middle East, Africa 
and America. They aspired for colonies, where they can extract gold and raw material crops for export 

Europe, and ports, where they can dock their trading ships. In the 16th century, they deployed expeditions to the 
Philippines to conquer it and to engage further in trade in Asia (The kind of society that developed in more than 
three centuries of Spanish rule was colonial and feudal. It was a society basically ruled by the landlord class, 
which included the Spanish colonial officials, the Catholic religious orders and the local puppet chiefs.



To subdue the Philippines, the Spanish 
colonialists employed the tactic of 

divide-and-conquer. The combination of 
the cross and the sword was used. By means 
of cooptation, the colonialists were able 
to make certain barangays embrace the 
Christian faith. Afterwards, the sword was 
used to suppress those who resisted. 

The masses of the people were kept to the status of 
serfs and even the freemen became dispossessed. The dispossessed local 

inhabitants who were pushed 
out to the hinterlands suffered 
from extreme hunger and 
various illnesses. They were 
forced to surrender by means of 
threatening to kill the captives, 
who were also made into slaves.



The absence of a political unity involving all or 
the majority of the people of the archipelago 

allowed the Spanish conquistadores to impose 
their will on the people step by step even with a 
few hundreds of colonial troops at the start. They 
employed the standard tactic of divide-and-rule  
to pit the fragmented states of the regional  
barangay against each other.

They started a pattern of inveigling certain barangays to 
adopt the Christianity and then employing them against 

other barangays which resisted colonial domination. The 
Spanish conquistadores were unsuccessful in converting 
Muslim Sultanates to Catholic faith. Religious artifacts were 
destroyed and employed the converts to wage war with native, 
unChristianized peoples.

They succeeded in hoodwinking a large number 
of barangay chieftains in quelling recalcitrant 

barangays with the sword and and in establishing 
under the cross the first colonial settlements in the 
archipelago.



In different regions all over the archipelago,the people rose up against 
colonial rule. In the lowlands, the people refused to give tribute to the 

Spanish king or they gave poisoned food. The most outstanding revolts 
in the first century of colonial rule were those led by Lapu-lapu in 1521 
and Raja Sulayman in 1564 and 1571.

Despite their communities were 
conquered by colonialists, the 

people frequently fought back and 
made attacks. Datus who collaborated 
with Spanish colonialists also faced 
consequences.



All throughout the Spanish 
colonial rule, the Muslims 

of Mindanao as well as the 
mountain people in practically 
every island, especially the 
Igorots in Northern Luzon, 
kept up their resistance. The 
traditional Igorot arsenal 
consisted of wooden shields, 
bamboo lances and highly 
effective stakes planted in 
the grassy trails to strike their 
enemies in the ankle or foot. 

Their defensive tactics included blockades of trees and branches in mountain 
passes where they could roll down big stones and treetrunks. They often 

pretended to retreat until the invaders lowered their guard, or even pretended to 
surrender and then wiped out the supposed victors by ambush on their way home. 
More especially, they tried to keep all their trails and villages secret.



In Mindanao, Sulu, Basilan and Tawi-
Tawi, the Moro peoples tenaciously 

fought against the Spanish 
colonialists who did not represent any 
higher form of social organization 
and who were easily identified 
as an external enemy due to the 
long-standing conflict of Islam and 
Christianity then. Sultan Kudarat 
gathered the datus to oppose the 
colonizers.

For the next half century Moro raids on 
the Mindanao and Visayan settlements 

marked each year.  They would burn 
Spanish forts and shell the surrounding 
town and houses of the settlers. 
Cannons, artillery, guns, ammunitions and 
rice were confiscated by the fierce Moro 
assailants.



Encomiendas were large  
tracts of land entrusted by 

the Spanish ruler to the  
officials and religious orders 
in the colony. These grants 
were given in recognition of 
services they had rendered 
the Spanish Crown in 
subjugating the Philippines. 
Encomiendas were formed 
from several conquered 
barangays put together, 
becoming larger economic 
and administrative units. 

It was the objective and the 
responsibility of encomiendas 

to hasten the collection oftaxes, 
to carry out polo (forced labor) 
and the indoctrination of the 
people with Christianity. The 
colonialists used Christianity in 
order to seize large tracts of 
land.

The colonialists seized lands which had long been cultivated. 
They engaged in usury, sheer manipulation of land titles 

and with with utter disregard for indigenous customs and laws.
Farmers in these lands were made to pay land rent. 



Farmers were forced to work in the 
fastness of forests in order to expand 

the lands owned by the colonialists. Men, 
young and old, were forced to do manual 
labor for forty days. These entailed the 
mass conscription of labor for quarrying, 
timber-cutting, hauling, lumbering, 
brickmaking and construction work in nearby 
or faraway places. 

Public building, private houses, 
churches, fortifications, 

roads, bridges and ships for the 
galleon trade and for military 
expeditions were built.

Women and children were worked like slaves 
inside the houses of the colonial government 

officers or in the Spanish convent. Many people 
were ordered to catch fish for the food of the 
colonialists.

People who refused to work were sent to jails and 
punished. Maintaining the colonial policy to require 

peasants to work in the fields away from their own, 
farmlands were left to dry and many people died 
because of hunger.



In 1570, the central government was set 
up in Manila to run the affairs of the 

colony. Its head was the Spanish governor-
general who saw to it that the Filipino people 
were compelled to pay taxes, render free 
labor and produce an agricultural surplus 
sufficient to feed the parasitic colonial 

officials, friars and 
soldiery.

On the one hand, the governor-general had the soldiery to enforce 
the colonial order. On the other, he had the collaboration of 

the friars to keep the people in spiritual and economic enslavement. 
He enriched himself fast within his short stay in office by being 
the chief shipper on the Manila-Acapulco trade galleons and by 
being the dispenser of shipping permits to merchants.

The Manila-Acapulco trade in 
certain goods coming from 

China and other neighboring 
countries yielded high revenues 
for the central government 
and the business-minded 
religious orders from the late 
16th century to the early 19th 
century. It eventually declined 
and was replaced by the more 
profitable export of on various 
foreign ships after the first 
half of the 18th century and 
all throughout the 19th century.



Friars controlled the consciousness and the livelihood 
of the masses, especially those who are coming 

from lands of religious order. They took over large 
tracts of lands as inheritance from encomenderos 
and datus. The friars persuaded the "untutored 
savages" to submit to the "holy religion", the fruitful 
source of the "blessing of Heaven."

In the material base as well as in the superstructure, friar 
control was total and most oppressive in the towns situated 

in vast landed estates owned by the religious orders. In 
the colonial center as well as in every province, the friars 
exercised vast political powers. They supervised such diverse 
affairs as taxation, census, statistics, primary schools, 
health, public works and charities.

Every harvest season, friars would collect two to four cavans of rice 
from every family of farmers as "thanksgiving for the blessings 

from heaven." At the same time, the friars would 
make business out of the baptism, wedding and 

death ceremonies they officiated.



In the 17th cenutry, the encomienda system 
had already taken deep roots. The religious 

orders had already accumulated vast 
lands. The encomienda system of local 
administration would be phased out when the 
organization of regular provinces was already 
possible and after it had served to establish 
the large-scale private landownership of the  
     colonialists. 

At the provincial level was the alcalde-mayor as the 
colonial chieftain. He exercised both executive and judicial 

powers, collected tributes from the town and enjoyed the 
privilege of monopolizing commerce in the province and 
engaged in usury. 

The alcalde-mayor  also 
manipulated government 

funds as well as drew loans from 
the obras pias, the friars’ chest 
for “charities,” to engage in 
nefarious commerce and usury.  
He imprisoned farmers who did 
not meet the required quota every 
harvest season.



At the town level was the gobernadorcillo, the top 
puppet official formally elected by the principalia. 

The principalia was composed of the incumbent and 
past gobernadorcillos and the barrio chieftains called 
the cabezas de barangay. It essentially reflected the 
assimilation of the old leadership into the Spanish 
colonial system.

The most important regular duties of these puppet officials 
were the collection of tribute and the enforcement of corvee 

labor. Their property was answerable for any deficiency in their 
performance. However, the gobernadorcillo usually made the 
cabezas de barangay his scapegoat.

To avoid bankruptcy and keep 
themselves in the good graces of 

their colonial masters, these puppet 
officials also made sure that the 
main burden of colonial oppression 
was borne by the peasant masses.



In the classic fashion of feudalism, 
the union of church and state 

suffused the entire colonial structure. 
All colonial subjects fell under friar 
control from birth until death. The 
pulpit and the confessional box were 
expertly used for colonial propaganda 
and espionage, respectively.

They certified the 
correctness of 

residence certificates, 
the condition of men 
chosen for military 
service, the municipal 
budget, the election of 
municipal officials and 
police officers and the 
examination of pupils in 
the parochial schools. 

They were so powerful that they 
could instigate the transfer, 

suspension or removal from office 
of colonial officials, from the 
highest to the lowest, including the 
governor-general. As a matter of 
fact, they could even murder the 
governor-general with impunity 
as they did to Salcedo in 1668 and 
Bustamante in 1719. 



The friars had burned and destroyed the arti- 
facts of precolonial culture as the handi- 

work of the devil and assimilated only  
those things of the indigenous culture  
which they could use to facilitate  
colonial and medieval indoctrination.

The colonial bureaucracy did not find any 
need for natives in the higher professions. 

Among the masses, the friars propagated 
a bigoted culture that was obsessed with 
novenas, prayerbooks, hagiographies, 
scapularies, the passion play, the anti-Muslim 
moro-moro and pompous religious feasts and 
processions.

Friars who tended to stay for years in a parish paved 
the wau for the miseducation of the Filipino masses 

with teachings about accepting one's destiny, waiting for 
miracles or grace from heaven.



Throughout the Spanish colonial regime, revolts broke out sporadically 
all over the archipelago against the tribute, corvee labor, commercial 

monopolies, excessive land rent, landgrabbing, imposition of the Catholic faith, 
arbitrary rules and other cruel practices of the colonial rulers, both lay and 
clerical. There were at least 200 revolts of uneven scope and duration. These 
grew with cumulative strength to create a great revolutionary tradition among 
the Filipino people. 



The most outstanding 
revolts in the first century 

of colonial rule were those 
led by Sulayman in 1564 
and Magat Salamat in 
1587-88 in Manila and by 
Magalat in 1596 in Cagayan. 

In the 18th century, the anti-colonial revolts of the people increasingly 
took the character of conscious opposition to feudalism. Matienza led 

a revolt outrightly against the agrarian abuses of the Jesuits who had 
rampantly grabbed land from the people. This revolt spread from Lian  
and Nasugbu, Batangas to the neighboring provinces of Laguna, Cavite  
and Rizal. 

The most widespread revolts that occurred in the 17th century 
were those inspired by Sumuroy in the southern provinces and 

Maniago, Malong and Almazan in the northern provinces of the 
archipelago. The Sumuroy revolt started in Samar in 1649 and 
spread northward to Albay and Camarines Sur and southward to 
Masbate, Cebu, Camiguin, Zamboanga and Northern Mindanao. 



Despite previous defeats, the people of 
Pangasinan and the Ilocos provinces repeatedly 

rose up against the colonial rule. The revolt led  
by Palaris in 1762-64 spread throughout  
the large province of Pangasinan.

At the same time, the people 
who revolted in Ilocos 

formed their own government, 
which was led by Diego Silang  
in 1762-63. During this  
period, the revolutionary 
masses confiscated the lands 
and other properties of the 
Spanish colonialists.

After his treacherous assassination, his wife Gabriela  
took leadership and the revolt spread from the Ilocos 

to as far as Cagayan Valley northward and Pangasinan 
southward. These revolts tried to take advantage of the 
British seizure of Manila and the Spanish defeat in the  
Seven Years’ War in 1762.



Aside from these consistent anti-colonial fighters, the longest 
revolt broke out in the island of Bohol where people fought 

the foreign tyrants for 85 years from 1774 to 1829. They were 
first led by Dagohoy and subsequently by his successors. At the 
peak of their strength, they were 20,000 strong and had their 
own government in their mountain bases. 

The arbitrary expansion of friar estates through 
fraudulent surveys and also the arbitrary raising 

of land rent inflamed the people, especially in 
Central Luzon and Southern Luzon. In other provinces 
of the archipelago, revolt came to be more often 
sparked by the monopolistic and confiscatory 
practices of the colonial government  owards the end 
of the 18th century and during the 19th century.



The 19th century saw the intensification and ripening of the colonial and feudal system of exploitation. The 
Spanish colonial government was compelled to draw more profits from its feudal base in the Philippines 

to make up for the decline of the galleon trade and to adjust to the increasing pressures and demands of 
capitalist countries. The British victory in the Seven Years’ War, the Napoleonic wars and French occupation 
of Spain, the expansionist maneuvers of the United States and the rise of national independence movements 
in Latin America, and the sharp struggle between the “liberal republicans” and “absolute monarchists” in 
Spain had the total effect of goading colonial Spain to exploit the Filipino people further. 



The fullest development of feudalism under Spanish colonial 
rule was made. The peasant masses were compelled not only 

to continue producing a surplus in staple crops to feed and keep 
the colonial and feudal parasites in comfort but also produce 
an ever-increasing amount of raw material crops for export to 
various capitalist countries. 

Migrant workers called the "sakada" from the 
island of Panay were billeted in huts in the 

hacienda. They were hired with lower wages then 
given to locals to work in sugar plantations in Negros. 
Advanced salaries repayable by their produce were 
given to them in exchange of transportation and 
provision for food to ensure their continued work.

The large-scale cultivation of sugar, hemp, tobacco, coconut 
and the like in some areas in turn required the production of 

a bigger surplus in staple food crops in other areas. Rice was 
imported whenever a general shortage occurred.



The injustices suffered by Filipinos in the tobacco 
growing areas were many. They were fined heavily if 

they failed to meet the quota. They were not allowed to 
smoke their own product. The prices were dictated by the 
government under unfair terms. To make matters worse, 
government agents often cheated the tobacco growers.

The monopoly heightened the exploitation of 
the farmers under the pretext of religion and 

obedience to the Spanish crown as it also aroused 
hostility among the people. There were proposals to 
abolish it and let the people  pay double tribute.

To assure bigger revenue on a sustained basis, the 
colonizers toyed with the idea commercialize the 

growing of tobacco and established the tobacco 
monopoly. The monopoly strictly supervised the growing 
and grading of the leaf in Ilocos region and in Cagayan 
Valley and had set up large-scale factories in Manila 
under for the manufacture of cigars under complete 
ownership and management by the colonial government.



They emerged in the 
transition from a feudal 

to a semifeudal economy. At 
the same time, the imrove-
ment of transportation 
and communications paved 
the way for wider contacts 
among the exploited and 
oppressed people despite 
the rulers’ subjective wish to 
use these only for their own 
profit. 

These contribute a great deal to the formation of the 
Filipino proletariat. It was composed of the workers 

at the railroad, ships, docks, sugar mills, tobacco and 
cigar and cigarette factories, printing shops, breweries, 
foundries, merchandising firms and the like.

The intensification of feudal exploitation included the adoption of the hated 
hacienda system, the rampant seizure of cultivated lands, the arbitrary 

raising of land rent and levies by both landlords and bureaucrats. The practice 
of monopoly, which meant dictated prices for the crops, further impoverished 
the peasants and enriched the bureaucrats.  The steamship and the railroad in 
connection with foreign and domestic trade was introduced.



The economic prosperity enjoyed mainly 
by the colonial rulers was shared to some 

extent by the principalia, especially the 
gobernadorcillo. The local puppet chieftains 
either had landholdings of their own or 
become big leaseholders on the landed 
estates of friars or lay Spanish officials. 

A     nascent Filipino bourgeoisie became more and 
more distinct as agricultural production rose and 

as the volume of exports likewise did. They engaged 
in trade and bought more lands with their profits in 
order to engage further in trade. 

In Manila and other principal trading ports, a local comprador class 
emerged correspondent to the shipping, commercial and banking houses 

put up by foreign capitalist firms including American, British, German  
and French ones. 



Everyday they worked together and assigned the tasks 
accordingly. They soon realized the importance of collective 

work and organization. They formed labour groups to ease their 
work and living conditions.

The improvement of transportation and communications aggravated 
by feudal exploitation of the people. Exercising their colonial powers, 

the Spaniards ordered the people in increasing numbers to build roads, 
bridges and ports and paid them extremely low nominal wages. Big gangs 
of men were taken to distant places to work. At the same time, the 
improvement of transportation and communications paved the way for 
wider contacts among the exploited and oppressed people despite the 
rulers’ subjective wish to use these only for their own profit.



Failure to keep up with ever- 
increasing levies resulted in 

bankruptcy among the cabezas de 
barangay. The employment of  
civil guards for the confiscation  
of property and enforcement of  
colonial laws became common.

In the second half of the 19th century, the entry of 
native students into the Royal and Pontifical University of 

Santo Tomas and other colonial-clerical colleges became 
conspicuously large. Though these natives could afford 
college education, they were still the object of racial 
discrimination by their Spanish classmates and friar mentors

Even as the yoke of colonial oppression was carried mainly by 
the toiling masses, the principalia also suffered political and 

economic oppression at the hands of the colonial tyrants. The 
principalia was subjected to certain oppressive demands made by 
the governor-general, the provincial governor and the friars who 
increased the quota in tribute collection, the taxes for the privilege 

of engaging in commerce, and  the land rent on 
leaseholdings. 



What appeared to the colonial rulers as the first systematized movement among the native ilustrados to 
attack the social and political supremacy of the Spaniards was the secularization movement within the 

clergy. The overwhelming majority of those who participated in this movement were indios and creoles and they 
demanded taking over the parishes held by the religious orders whose members were overwhelmingly Spanish.

Friars preferred to turn over the management 
of their lands to various foreign corporations to 

forcibly eject the principalia from their leaseholds. 



In quelling the revolts, many of the rebellious workers 
and their genuine supporters were attacked, tortured 

and exiled to other places, if not murdered by the 
Spanish colonial government. 

Fathers Burgos, Gomez and Zamora who were  
the most outspoken leaders of the secularization 

movement were accused of 
conspiring to overthrow the 
colonial regime and they were 
garrotted. The clerics pleaded 
their political innocence until 
their end. This style of 
pleading characterized 
ilustrados from then on.

In 1872, the Cavite Mutiny occurred. The mutiny was essentially an act of 
rebellion of the oppressed masses initiated by workers at the Cavite naval 

stockyard who were subjected to low wages and various forms of cruelty.  
Even the Filipino soldiers in the Spanish military service took their side.



In carrying out reform, the movement, of which the chief 
propagandists were Dr. Jose Rizal, M.H. del Pilar, Graciano Lopez 

Jaena and Antonio Luna, published pamphlets and novels. They 
established the newspaper La Solidaridad to get the sympathy of 
Spanish politicians because it was not independence thus they relied  
on the colonialists. that  This was the focus of activity for what  
would be called the Propaganda Movement. It played a great 
influence on public opinion.

The ilustrados became increasingly dissatisfied with the colonial regime and some of them fled to Spain 
where they hoped to get higher education and get more sympathy from Spanish liberal circles for their 

limited cause of changing the colonial status of the Philippines to the status of a regular province of Spain. 
They were desirous of representation in the Spanish parliament and the enjoyment of civil rights under the 
Spanish Constitution.



La Liga Filipina also sought for 
economic prosperity of the country 

but it wasn't clear that this aspiration 
can be accomplished only when the 
prevailing feudal system under the 
Spanish colonial rule is overthrown. 
Most of the people recruited by 
the Liga were lawyers and small 
merchants, guided by Rizal's belief  
that the ilustrados should lead the 
change in society. Putting his trust in  
the enemy, he was subsequently 
arrested by Spanish military and  
exiled to Dapitan, Zamboanga in 1892. 

Trying to carry out propaganda work in the Philippines itself, 
Rizal organized the short-lived La Liga Filipina, to put 

forward the reform movement in the Philippines. It  called 
on the Filipino people to become a national community and 
yet failed to state categorically the need for revolutionary 
armed struggle to effect separation from Spain.



The Philippine Revolution of 1896 was a national democratic revolution of the old type. What 
appeared to the colonial rulers is the first systematized movement among the native ilustrados 

to attack the social and political supremacy of the Spaniards. In essence, the class leadership is 
comprised of the ranks of the educated children of the families of the landlords, bureaucrats, and 
merchants who were guided by the liberal bourgeois ideology. At any rate, the revolution asserted  
the sovereignty of the Filipino people, the protection and promotion of civil liberties, the confiscation 
of the friar estates and the elimination of theocratic rule. This was led by the Katipunan with the 
leadership of Bonifacio.

The Filipino people intensified their revolutionary armed struggle against the Spanish colonial rule. 
The Spanish never formally surrendered in the hands of Filipino revolutionaries because of the 
intervention of the United States imperialism and the native ilustrados, under the leadership of 
Aguinaldo. 
 
On June 12, 1898, Aguinaldo declared the so-called First Philippines Republic. The ranks of ilustrado 
leadership of the republic manifested its weaknesses and were relinquished to the U.S. imperialists 
until all the revolutionary forces were relegated to the background. 

THE PHILIPPINE REVOLUTION OF 1896



The clear revolutionary call for separation from Spain was made by the Kataastaasang Kagalanggalang na 
Katipunan (KKK) ng mga Anak ng Bayan. It was secretly founded in the proletarian district ofTondo by its 

leader Andres Bonifacio on July 7, 1892. In its first year, it was composed of only 200 members coming mainly 
from the toiling masses. 

In the next few years, it consciously recruited members 
who could start revolutionary struggle in various parts 

of the country so as to be able to wage a war of national 
liberation. At the same time, it recruited its members 
mainly from the ranks of the oppressed masses to 
ensure the democratic character of the revolution. After 
its Cry of Pugad Lawin on August 23, 1896, signaling the 
start of armed warfare against the colonialists, its ranks 
swelled to several tens of thousands and rallied the 
entire Filipino people to rise in revolt. 



At any rate, the revolution asserted the 
sovereignty of the Filipino people, the protection 

and promotion of civil liberties, the confiscation 
of the friar estates and the elimination of 

theocratic rule. Though Bonifacio came from the working class, he was 
in possession of proletarian ideology. The guiding ideology of the revolution 

was that of the liberal bourgeoisie. The Because it was anticolonial and antifeudal, 
the Philippine Revolution of 1896 was a national-democratic revolution of the old 
type. After the Cry of Pugad Lawin, some 700 armed forces attacked the gunpowder 
storage of the Spanish army in the town of San Juan del Monte. In a span of few 
weeks, revolution spread in Luzon Visayas and Mindanao.



The masses agonized beneath the yoke of Spanish misrule, for they were 
unfortunate victims of the evils of an unjust, bigoted, and deteriorating colonial 

administrating colonial power. Military rule was imposed throughout the islands. At 
least 4,000 people were arrested and their houses were ransacked before set afire.

With little chance to defend himself, Jose 
Rizal was found guilty of "subversion" and 

sentenced to death. On December 30, 1896, he 
was brought out to Luneta and  
executed by a firing squad.

The rebels were poorly led and had few 
successes against colonial troops. Unarmed 

Filipinos, women and children, were killed.

Those who fought against the Spanish were tortured by 
forcing the accused to hold large quantities of water, or by 

heaping burning coals on parts of their body. Torture was used 
as a tool to control and instil fear in order to cripple dissent.



The Filipino revolutionaries took the policy of laying 
siege to starve the enemy into surrender while the 

imperialist navy waited for troop reinforcements from 
the United States. 

In Camarines Sur, Sulu and Palawan, local 
soldiers were enraged by the atrocities 

that their compatriots faced from the 
Spanish colonialists. They went against their  
              officers, and joined the revolution.

Taking advantage of the Spanish-American War, the 
Filipino people intensified their revolutionary armed 

struggle against the Spanish colonial rule. Spanish power 
collapsed throughout the archipelago except in Intramuros 
and a few negligible garrisons. A situation in May 1898 
emerged in which the Filipino revolutionary forces encircled 
on land the colonial seat of power, ntramuros, and the U.S. 
naval fleet stood guard in Manila Bay. 



At the Tejeros Convention of 1897, the ilustrados who were mostly 
from Cavite decided to form the revolutionary government to 

replace the Katipunan and elected Emilio Aguinaldo president, thus 
replacing Bonifacio as the leader of the revolution. The convention 
manifested the class leadership of the liberal bourgeoisie and likewise 
the divisive effect of regionalism.

When an ilustrado 
strongly objected 

to Bonifacio’s election as 
minister of interior on the 
ground that he was of lowly 
origin and had no education as 
a lawyer, the latter declared 
the convention null and void 
in accordance with a previous 
agreement requiring respect 
for every decision made by 
the convention. 

The attempt of Bonifacio to form another revolutionary 
council led to his arrest and execution by the Aguinaldo 

leadership. 



Within 1897, the revolutionary government suffered defeat after 
defeat. Aguinaldo’s troops were being routed in Cavite and, thus, his 

revolutionary government moved to the more secluded Biak-na-Bato in 
Bulacan. The ilustrados showed their inability to lead the revolution. 

The liberal-bourgeois leadership finally succumbed to the offers of general amnesty by  
the colonial government through the mediation of the scoundrel Pedro Paterno.  

The Pact of Biak-na-Bato was signed to consummate the surrender of Aguinaldo and  
the payment of P400,000 as first installment to his council of leaders. 

In exchange for P400,000, 
they called on the people  

to lay down their arms, and  
they allowed themselves to  
be exiled in Hong Kong.



The Aguinaldo leadership capitulated, but not 
the Filipino people. The people persisted in their 

revolutionary struggle. In Luzon and Visayas, the 
colonial forces was continuously assaulted. In Cebu, 
6,000 people seized the capitol, haciendas and the  
           treasury of the colonial government.

In Pampanga, rebels destroyed the railway tracks so that 
the transport of food and other materials for Spanish 

soldiers was paralyzed. The people also captured cable 
stations and telegram lines which connect the colonial 
government to overseas. Military personnel in Fort San Felipe, the 

Spanish arsenal in Cavite rose up to openly 
oppose their colonial masters. A whole regiment 
of 200 soldiers joined the 
revolutionary forces.

At the same time, political and military 
leaders in Central Luzon called for 

simultaneous coordinated attacks on the 
capital city of Manila. The surrounding 
provinces rose up in revolt.



The Spanish-American War of  
1898 was inevitable as colonial  

Spain stood in the path of U.S.  
imperialist expansion. It had 
already spread its hegemony 
over the northern part of South 
America and all of Central 
America. It was determined to 
grab Puerto Rico and Cuba from 
colonial Spain and monopolize 
the whole of Latin America as its 
backyard. U.S. imperialism found it  
convenient to declare war on a 
decadent colonial power.

While Aguinaldo was in exile 
in Hongkong, U.S. agents 

approached him and proposed 
to him to take advantage of the 
imminent outbreak of the Spanish-
American War. They pretended to 
help the people liberate themselves 
from the Spanish colonial rule so 
as to easily seize the Philippines and 
get an important stronghold in Asia.

However, the agents of US 
imperialism established 

links with Aguinaldo with 
the aim of using him in their 
quest to seize control of the 
Philippines. The Americans 
returned Aguinaldo to Cavite 
after the naval squadron of 
Commodore Georde Dewey 
(admiral of the US Navy) had 
sailed back to the country, 
and wiped out the Spanish 
fleet in the Mock Battle of 
Manila Bay.



Taking advantage of the Spanish-American War, the Filipino 
people intensified their revolutionary armed struggle against 

the Spanish colonial rule. Spanish power collapsed throughout the 
archipelago except in Intramuros and a few negligible garrisons. 
After they attacked and defeated the colonial forces, they 
established an sovereign government in Luzon and the islands in the 
Visayas. In June 1898, over 9,000 Spanish  
troops were made captive and more than  
23,000 firearms were confiscated by  
the revolutionary forces.

A situation in May 1898 emerged in which the Filipino revolutionary forces encircled on land the 
colonial seat of power, Intramuros, and the U.S. naval fleet stood guard in Manila Bay. The Filipino 

revolutionaries took the policy of laying siege to starve the enemy into surrender while the imperialist navy 
waited for troop reinforcements from the United States. 



On June 12, 1898, Aguinaldo 
made the Kawit proclamation 

of independence which carried the 
unfortunate qualification, “under 
the protection of the Mighty and 
Humane North American nation.” 
Unwittingly, he declared the so-
called First Philippines Republic 
to be a mere protectorate of U.S. 
imperialism. 

U.S. troop reinforcements started to arrive at the end of June. 
They were landed to take over under various pretexts positions 

occupied by the Filipino revolutionary forces in the encirclement 
of Intramuros. Position after position was relinquished to the U.S. 
imperialists by the weakling Aguinaldo until all the revolutionary 
forces were relegated to the background. 



When Intramuros was already completely surrounded by the U.S. naval and land troops, diplomatic 
negotiations were secretly conducted by Admiral Dewey and the Spanish governor-general through 

the Belgian consul. These negotiations led to the agreement of stating a mock battle to justify the 
turnover of Manila to the U.S. imperialists by the Spanish colonialists and were parallel to negotiations 
being held abroad towards the general settlement of the Spanish-American War through the mediation 
of the French government. 



The Philippine revolutionary government shifted its headquarters from Cavite to Malolos, Bulacan in 
September in anticipation of further U.S. imperialist aggression. Here the Malolos Congress was held 

During the same period, the U.S. imperialists kept 
on insisting in diplomatic terms that Filipino troops 

withdraw further from where they had been pushed. 
The U.S. aggressors maneuvered to occupy more 
territory around Manila.

Attempts of the Aguinaldo government 
at diplomacy abroad to assert the 

to put out a constitution. The Malolos constitution 
comprised anti-feudal provisions, the separation of the 
church and the state, and called for the confiscation 
of lands held by friars. It had for its model bourgeois-
democratic constitutions.

sovereign rights of the Filipino 
people proved to be futile. 
On December 10, 1898, Spain 
signed an agreement with the 
US secretly turning over the 
Philippines in exchange for  
the sum of $20 million.  
This agreement was the  
Treaty of Paris.



In the early part of the 20th century, the US reached the monopoly stage of capitalism. In order 
to acquire colonies, the US waged a war with Spain in 1898. The US took over the Philippines 

because it is rich in natural resources and cheap labor and a dumping ground for finished 
products and capital. The US also wanted to use the Philippines as abase for contending with 
other imperialist powers for control over China and other parts of Asia.

In order to take over the Philippines, US imperialism principally used counterrevolutionary 
violence, and secondarily used deception. From the beginning, US imperialism interfered in 
Philippine matters by pretending to help the Aguinaldo government in overthrowing Spanish 
colonialism. Even though the Filipino revolutionaries had already broken the back of the Spanish 
colonialists, the Americans convinced the Aguinaldo government to delay the final blows on the 
Spanish colonialists. In this manner, the US imperialists were able to gather enough troops to use 
in claiming credit for the surrender of the Spaniards and to use against the Filipinos.

Together with this, US imperialism took advantage of the weaknesses of the ilustrado leadership 
of the Aguinaldo government. The imperialists enticed the capitulationist leadership of the 
Revolution with promises of “peace,” “autonomy,” and “benevolent assimilation.”

Before the US could control a large part of the archipelago, the imperialists had to employ 
more than 126,000 troops to fight against seven million Filipinos. The invaders sustained many 
casualties. Four thousand US soldiers were killed, and almost thirty thousand were wounded. 
For every American soldier killed, fifty Filipino soldiers gave up their lives. Over 250,000 
Filipino civilians were also killed directly or indirectly as a result of the fighting. US imperialism 
committed atrocious acts of genocide against the people in its war of aggression. They 
committed various atrocities, such as the massacres of prisoners and civilians, the violation 
of women, burning down homes and property, torture, zoning and rounding up civilians in 
concentration camps.

THE FILIPINO-AMERICAN WAR 



On December 21, 1898, U.S. President McKinley issued the "Proclamation of Benevolent Assimilation" to declare 
in sugar-coated terms a war of aggression against the Filipino people. On February 4, 1899, the U.S. troops 

made a surprise attack on the Filipino revolutionary forces in the vicinity of Manila. In the ensuing battles in the 
city, at least 3,000 Filipino were butchered while only 250 U.S. troops fell. Thus, armed hostilities between U.S. 
imperialism and the Filipino people began.



The Filipino people heroically stood up to wage a revolutionary war of national liberation. For most of 1899, 
the leadership had viewed guerrilla warfare strategically only as a tactical option of final recourse not as a 

means of operation which better suited their disadvantaged situation. By the closing months of 1899, the army of 
the Philippine republic was no longer a regular fighting force. The war was carried on unconventionally, relying on  
    bloody ambushes, raids, concealment, and the avoidance of set-piece battles.

 

So incensed were the people that they wanted to fight back 
and continue the people's war. In the ensuing battles in 

the countryside, the people established secret revolutionary 
government which gave birth to guerillas, medicine, sleeping 
quarters and intelligence informationon the enemy's activity.

Led by the underground 
movement in the city, the 

people put the residences of 
the Spanish officials on fire. 
They also seized the firearms 
stored in those places.



The U.S. imperialist aggressors practised 
genocide of monstrous proportions. They 

committed various forms of atrocities   
such as ruthless employment of  
torture, the water cure  
and the rope torture. 

In Samar, Batangas and other 
provinces, U.S. forces massacred 

captured troops and innocent civilians. 
They never hesitated to employ force 
to suppress any attempt to express 
the national-democratic aspirations 
of the people. They raped women.
Homes and property were pillaged.

Zoning and concen-
tration camps were 

resorted to in order to  
put civilians and com- 
batants at their mercy.

Almost 200,000 Filipino people were killed and 
over 50,000 died because of illness and hunger 

due to displacement.



The liberal-bourgeois leadership of the old democratic revolution once more proved to be inadequate, 
flabby and compromising. Aguinaldo failed to lead the revolution effectively. He turned against such 

anti-imperialists as Mabini and Luna and increasingly relied on such capitulationists as Paterno and Buencamino. 
These two traitors who in previous years were notorious for 
their puppetry to Spanish colonialism had sneaked into the 
revolutionary government and usurped authority therein.

In every town occupied by the U.S. imperialist troops, puppet 
municipal elections were held and dominated by the old 

principalia. These puppet elections excluded the masses who 
could not comply with the property and literacy requirements. 
These sham elections were used mainly to break off the 
principalia from the revolution and to attract its members 
into becoming running dogs in the same way that the Spanish 

colonialists had done.

As soon as traitors led by Paterno and 
Buencamino were in the hands of the U.S. 

imperialists, they were used to serve imperialist 
propaganda, chiefly to call on the people to 
lay down their arms. Under the 
instigation of the aggressors, 
particularly the U.S. army 
intelligence, Trinidad Pardo de 
Tavera organized the Partido 
Federal in 1900 to advocate the 
annexation of the Philippines by 
the United States.



At the same time, the imperialists promulgated laws to punish 
those who would advocate independence. The people and their 

revolutionary leaders who refused to take the oath of allegiance 
to the U.S. flag were persecuted, imprisoned or banished to Guam. 
Patriots who persisted in armed resistance against the US were 
branded as “bandits.”

The Sedition Law of 1901, the Brigandage 
Act of 1902 and the Reconcentration Act 

of 1903 were passed by U.S. imperialism 
to sanction military operations against the 
people as mere police operations against 
“common criminals.”

Expressions of nationalist 
thinking were forbidden and 

suppressed harshly. Displaying 
the flag of the Philippines 
and airing nationalist drama 
and literature  were banned. 
Nationalist writers were 
punished severely. 



People in extensive areas were herded into 
military camps in order to separate them from 

the patriotic guerrillas. The war expenditures of 
U.S. imperialism in the conquest of the Philippines 
were paid for by the Filipino people themselves. 
They were compelled to pay taxes to the U.S.  
       colonial regime.

In 1901, Aguinaldo himself was captured by the 
imperialists with the help of Filipino mercenaries. 

From then on, the treacherous counterrevolutionary 
forefathers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
were systematically organized and employed to help 
complete the imperialist conquest of the Filipino people.

The first puppet constabularymen were used 
extensively in “mopping up” operations against 

persistent revolutionary fighters in Luzon and 
Visayas as well as in the subjugation of Mindanao.



Even when the main detachments of the Aguinaldo government 
had been defeated, armed resistance against U.S. imperialism 

still persisted in practically every town of the entire archi- 
pelago. The people of Bicol continued to wage armed 
struggle until 1903 when their leader Simeon  Ola 
betrayed them by surrendering. In Central Luzon, a 
religious organization, the Santa Iglesia, also waged 
armed resistance. In the Ilocos, associations that 
proclaimed themselves as the New Katipunan  
conducted a guerrilla war for national independence 
against U.S. imperialism. As late as 1907, puppet 
elections could not be held in Isabela because of  
the people’s resistance. 

The most prominent of the final efforts to continue the revolutionary struggle in Luzon was led by Macario Sakay, 
from 1902 to 1906 in Bulacan, Pampanga, Laguna, Nueva Ecija and Rizal. It was only in 1911 that guerrilla war 

completely ceased in Luzon. In the Visayas, particularly Cebu, Samar, Leyte and Panay, the Pulahanes fought fierce 
battles against the U.S. aggressor troops and the puppet constabulary. 



For some time, U.S. imperialists succeeded in deceiving the Sultan of Sulu that his feudalsovereignty would be 
respected under the Bates Treaty of 1899 which he signed. Nevertheless, the people of Mindanao waged the 

fiercest armed resistance from 1902 up to 1916.

When the foreign aggressors begun to put what they called the “Moro Province” under their administrative 
control, they had to contend with the Hassan uprising of 1903 to 1904; Usap rebellion of 1905; Pala revolt 

of 1905; Bud Dajo uprising of 1906; Bud Bagsak battle of 1913 and many others. This heroic resistance of the 
people was quelled with extreme atrocity.



In the course of the Filipino-American War, the working class 
started to emerge as a formidable force in the struggle 

against U.S. imperialism. Way back in 1898, printing workers of 
the official newspaper of the revolutionary 

government established the first union.

The leader-workers were illumined by 
Marxism, the great universal theory on 

working-class revolution, and spread it out 
to fellow workers. During the International 
Workers’ Day in May 1, 1903, more than 
100,000 workers marched in the streets to 
denounce the domination of  
US imperialism. 

The Union Obrera Democratica (UOD) was 
the first modern trade union federation 

in the country. It called for a mass rally to 
demand independence from the United States. 
In 1902, UOD organized a national day of 
protest against the government refusal to 
comply with the demands for increased wages 
for the workers.



The bestial conquest of the Filipino people by U.S. imperialism meant the continued status of the 
Philippines as a colony. U.S. imperialism came to frustrate the national and democratic aspirations 

of the Filipino people and to impose the will of the U.S. monopoly-capitalist class by force arms and 
double-talk. In the United States, the imperialist politicians and their capitalist masters boasted of their 
filthy work as a noble mission to “civilize” and “Christianize” the Filipino people. 

U.S. imperialism had been interested in the Philippines as a source of raw materials, a market for 
its surplus product and a field of investment for its surplus capital. Moreover, it needed the Philippines 
as a strategic foothold for carrying out its expansionist drive to convert the Pacific Ocean into an 
“American lake” and to increase its share of loot in the despoliation of China and Asia in general. 

On the basis of the economic conditions bred by U.S. imperialism, a certain social structure was built 
up in the Philippines. The U.S. imperialists merely adopted as their principal puppets those exploiting 
classes which had collaborated most with the Spanish colonial rulers in the 19th century and retained 
them at the top of the Philippine society. These were the comprador big bourgeoisie and the landlord 
class. From the ranks of these exploiting classes, the U.S. imperialists chose their top political agents 
and trained them to become bureaucrat capitalists sharing in the spoils of the colonial government. At 
the base of the society were the toiling masses workers and peasants who comprised more than 90 per 
cent of the people. During the U.S. colonial rule, the proletariat increased in number to the extent that 
the semifeudal society became reinforced with the quantitative increase of raw material production, 
trade, transport and communications facilities and minor manufacturing. But the peasantry remained 
the majority class in the entire society. The establishment of an extensive public school system and the 
adoption of English as the medium of instruction served not only to enhance the political indoctrination 
of the Filipinos into subservience to U.S. imperialism but also to encourage local taste for American 
commodities in general.

At the onset of the decade, the broad masses of the people were greatly agitated by the unremitting 
colonial and class oppression imposed on them by U.S. imperialism and its local lackeys — the 
comprador big bourgeoisie, the landlord class and the big puppet bureaucrats. The Communist Party of 
the Philippines was established on November 7, 1930 by Crisanto Evangelista in response to the growing 
demand for national and social liberation. It strived to integrate the universal theory of Marxism-
Leninism with the concrete conditions of Philippine society and raised the level of the Philippine 
Revolution to a new type of national-democratic revolution in the era of imperialism. 

THE COLONIAL RULE OF U.S. IMPERIALISM



In the early part of the 20th century, the US reached the monopoly stage of capitalism. As a result of 
the more rapid growth of a commodity economy under the U.S. colonial regime, the peasantry became 

more impoverished and the owner-cultivators who became bankrupt sold off their lands to old-type and 
new-type landlord usurers, merchants and rich peasants. The evils of the Spanish colonial regime were 
carried over to the U.S. colonial regime. A new feature of the economy was an increase in the number of 
proletarians. Soon enough a huge reserve army of labor and a relative surplus of population, mainly 
emanating from the peasantry, arose.



By the treaty of Paris in 1898, U.S. imperialism took over the role of Spanish colonialism as the 
colonial ruler of the Filipino people. The victor in the Spanish-American War acted as the rising 

capitalist power, capable of paying off the old colonial government and accommodating those 
property and business rights established previous to the treaty. Thus, feudalism was assimilated and 
retained for the imperialist purposes of the United States.

The purchase of a mere portion of the friar lands by the U.S. government in 1903 from the religious 
corporations was a token act which did not solve the land problem. Persons other than those who had 

little or no land were the ones who were able to take advantage for the land policy.



U.S. imperialism drew from the country an increasing quantity of such 
commercial crops as sugar, coconut and hemp, aside from such other raw 

materials as logs and mineral ores. 

Landlords in authority combined with American carpetbaggers in titling  
 to themselves public lands of commercial, agricultural and  

speculatory value.

Sugar centrals, coconut oil refineries, rope factories and 
the like were built. It initiated the small-scale processing 

of raw materials. The number of proletarians or the working 
class increased.



In exchange for the Philippine raw materials, U.S. finished goods were 
imported free of tariffduties under the Payne-Aldrich Act of 1909. In 

1913, quota limitations on Philippine raw materials exported to the United 
States were completely lifted. The free trade between these two types 
of commodities perpetuated the colonial and agrarian economy. 

On the other hand, the increasing 
avalanche of finished goods into 

the country crushed local handicrafts 
and manufacturers and furthermore 
compelled the people to buy these 
finished goods and to produce raw 
materials mainly.

Consequently, the comprador-big 
bourgeoisie, like the Ayalas and Elizaldes, 

emerged as the partner and principal 
helper of foreign monopoly capitalists in 
controlling colonial trade.



Imperialist interests intentionally allowed only a limited, unbalanced and irregular level of capitalist 
development. U.S. surplus was invested in the Philippines both in the form of direct investments and 

loan capital. Direct investments went mainly into the production of raw materials and into trade in U.S. 
finished products and local raw materials—mineral ores (Benguet Consolidated), sugar (Victorias), 
rope (Manila Cordage), timber (Insular Timber) and coconut oil (Franklin Baker). 

Loan capital served to support foreign 
trade and cover trade deficits, convert 

pesos into dollars for profit remittances, 
pay salaries of American bureaucrats 
and business personnel, cover the needs 
of the colonial government for various 
equipment and the like.  Every year,  
raw material production and, therefore, 
the exploitation of the people had to  
be intensified by the colonial regime in  
order to increase its rate of profit.



US imperialism developed the 
system of transportation and 

communication in the Philippines in order 
to tighten its control over the country. 
US corporations derived huge profits 
profits from public works contracts in 
the construction of more roads, bridges, 
ports and other transportation  
faciliites.

These public works in turn widened directly the 
market for U.S. motorvehicles, machinery and oil 

products.

The colonial exchange of raw materials and 
finished products was accelerated. Troop 

movement for the suppression of the people also 
became faster.  

The imperialists employed the system of public 
education, movies, radio, newspapers and literature 

in order to discredit the Philippine revolution. 



U.S. imperialism built up an educational system as a major instrument of 
colonial control. The imperialist aggressor troops posed as teachers. 

The first American teachers from the soldiery were soon reinforced by the 
Thomasites, hundreds of civilian teachers from the United States. 

The establishment of an extensive public school system and 
the adoption of English as the medium of instruction served 

not only to enhance the political indoctrination of the Filipinos 
into subservience to U.S. imperialism but also to encourage local 
taste for American commodities in general.

In addition, American Catholic and Protest-
ant missionaries came to help in the colonial 

indoctrination of the people, especially in  
the hinterlands.



The U.S. colonial government also recruited from  
1903 to 1914 a large number of students for  

training in the United States. These 
pensionados subsequently 
functioned as the most reliable 
puppets of U.S. imperialism 
inside and outside the 
colonial bureaucracy. 
They always mistook 
their indebtedness to U.S. 
imperialism as that of the 
entire Filipino people.

U.S. imperialism was bent on 
recruiting a large number 

ofintellectual agents from the 
ranks of the petty bourgeoisie 
in order to raise the level 
of scientific and technical 
competence for servitude in 
an expanding bureaucracy and 
in the proliferating imperialist 
corporations.

The mass media was 
developed not only to spread 

imperialist propaganda but also 
to advertise all kinds of U.S. 
goods and, in particular, to sell 
various kinds of printing and 
communications equipment.

Even the campaign for public sanitation and hygiene was a means to speed up the monopoly sales 
of U.S. drugs, chemicals and medical equipment. In the first place, the depredations of the U.S. 

aggressors troops in the Filipino-American War had 
resulted in various kinds of pestilence and epidemics, 
especially cholera, which threatened the health of  
the imperialist conquerors themselves.



In establishing the colonial government in the Philippines, U.S. 
imperialism first relied on the most notorious betrayers of the  

Philippines Revolution. They were afforded the spoils of bureau-
crat capitalism, which enlarged their comprador and landlord 
interests. Their political party, the Partido Federal, served to en- 
dorse the new colonial rule. Their leading representatives were 
accommodated in the Philippine Commission, the leading legislative 
and executive organ of the regime. 

When in 1907 they declared the first national elections for the 
puppet Philippine Assembly in accordance with the Philippine Bill 

of 1902, the U.S. colonial officials allowed the Partido Nacionalista 
to compete with the Partido Federal in the elections. By adopting 
the slogan of“immediate, absolute and complete independence”, 
the Partido Nacionalista won overwhelmingly in the puppet elections 
over the Partido Progresista (former Partido Federal).



In the middle section of Philippine 
society were such strata as the national 

bourgeoisie and the petty bourgeoisie. The 
national bourgeoisie was an extremely tiny 

and hard-pressed stratum because ofthe 
enormous dumping of U.S. finished products 
and the concentration of financial power in the 
hands of the comprador big bourgeoisie and 
the imperialist firms. The petty bourgeoisie 
which had maintained its status by sheer 
property ownership that made it self-reliant 
increasingly took interest in formal education. 

The U.S. imperialists merely adopted as their 
principal puppets those exploiting classes, which were 

the comprador big bourgeoisie and the landlord class to 
become bureaucrat capitalists sharing in the spoils of 
the colonial government.

At the base of the society were the toiling 
masses workers and peasants who 

comprised more than 90 per cent of the 
people. The peasantry remained the majority 
class in the entire society.



Throughout the decade of the 1920’s, many spontaneous instances of resistance 
flared up among the masses of workers and peasants. This was the result of the 

continued intensification of exploitation by  
the foreign and local ruling classes. 

As they could be that vicious within their own official 
ranks, they were more so in witch-hunting and 

suppressing native rebels whom they condemned as 
“heretics” and “subversives.”

In all cases of mass protest, the U.S. colonial government employed the 
most violent measures to to suppress the masses with outright force, to 

infiltrate, and to misdirect the workers’ unions and peasant associations.



The situation was further complicated by the agrarian unrest caused 
by the backward method of agriculture. While the old landlord 

class utilized higher land rent and interest charges essentially for its 
private pleasure and luxury, tenant-peasants suffered more from 
sheer exertion of physical labor with simple agricultural implements. 
Peasants fearlessly continued to conduct protest demonstrations.

During general strikes in factories, the proletariat built up 
it strength with the support of the peasants and farm 

workers who refused to make harvest in haciendas. The 
peasantry offered food, clothing and other means to help  
            sustain the industrial strikes.

In Central Luzon, the peasants seized and distributed sacks of rice 
stored in the granaries of the hacienderos. Despite the efforts of 

the U.S. colonial regime to suppress them, many workers’ went on 
strike calling for national liberation.



Beginning in 1923, the Colorum members in Mindanao, particularly those in the provinces of Agusan and 
Surigao, took up arms against the authorities. It took the Philippine Constabulary almost a year to quell the said 

uprising in Mindanao but the American government at that time dismissed  
it as a mere fanatical movement of a religious nature.

Spontaneous peasant uprisings occurred like those of 
Tayug, Pangasinan in 1931. They ransacked the records 

of their taxes, land titles, debts and tenancy contracts as 
their sign of protest. 

On a lesser note, they also fought the Philippine Constabulary 
in Negros, Rizal, Batangas, Pampanga and Tarlac to secure 

liberty for the country, bring about equal division of lands and 
the recognition of the Philippine Independent Church.



On November 7, 1930, the Communist Party of the Philippines or the Partido Komunista 
ng Pilipinas (PKP) was founded. It was in response to the rising clamor of the people  

for freedom and democracy. The PKP was led by Crisanto Evangelista, a worker-leader.  
The Partido Komunista was founded in a situation when the workers’ struggle against  
foreign and local big capitalists was expanding. The struggle of the peasant masses  
against feudal and semi-feudal exploitation was advancing then.  
Many businesses in capitalist countries were collapsing, and the  
exploitation of the Filipino people was intensifying further.



US imperialism and its local puppets saw quickly the grave danger posed by the 
Partido Komunista to their rule in the Philippines. On May 1, 1931, a people’s  

march organized and led by the Party was ruthlessly attacked and dispersed by  
the puppet constabulary under the orders of the U.S. imperialists. Party leaders and 

members were arrested.

In the following year, the puppet 
Supreme Court outlawed the Party and 

meted out sentences of imprisonment to 
Party leaders, including Evangelista.

Nevertheless, despite the banning of the Party, 
the people continued to fight back. Led by the 

proletariat, farmers from Laguna and Tayabas 
seized the farms and carabaos of the landlords. 
They punished corrupt officials, agents of the 
constabulary and other traitors to the masses.

In 1935, over 60,000 members of the Sakdal Party took 
over eighteen municipilaties in certain areas in Central 

and Southern Luzon, particularly in the provinces of 
Laguna, Rizal and Cavite.



U.S. imperialism was compelled by grave circumstances within the Philippines, in its 
own heartland and in the whole world to create the illusion that it was willing to 

grant “independence” to its Philippine colony. The crisis of imperialism heightened 
the national struggle for independence and the class struggle  
in the Philippines. The Tydings-McDuffie Law paved  
the way for the framing of a constitution that  
was subject to the approval of the U.S.  
president and for the formation of the 
commonwealth government in 1935.

The Tydings-McDuffie Law pledged to grant full “independence” to a bogus republic ten years after the 
ratification of this constitution. The law made sure that among so many imperialist privileges, U.S. citizens 

and corporations would retain their property rights in the Philippines, that the U.S. government would be able to 
station its troops and occupy large areas of Philippine territory as its military bases and that the United States 
and the Philippines would maintain free trade.



The very first legislative act of the puppet commonwealth government was the 
National Defense Act, which was conceived for the organization of the reactionary 

armed forces and adopted the Filipino mercenaries of U.S. imperialism. Gen. Douglas 
Mac Arthur was designated as “field marshal” 

During the third decade, when the U.S. capitalist crisis occurred 
and sharpened the suffering of the people all over the 

world, Quezon acted as an efficient instrument of colonial rule 
by raising the slogan of “social justice” while at the same time 
launching the most brutal attack against the people.

Consistently, top puppet Manuel Quezon played the game of 
orating for the Philippine independence while obsequiously acting 

as the top puppet politician in the country. Like all the bureaucrat 
capitalists whom he headed, Quezon enriched himself through graft 
and corruption and was able to amass wealth in agricultural land, 

urban real estate and corporate stocks.



In the face of the rampaging fascism of Japan, Germany and Italy, Communists all over the world 
called for a popular front with all anti-fascist forces. Afraid of being isolated from the broad 

masses of the Filipino people, the U.S. imperialists and the puppet commonwealth government saw the 
necessity of putting out of prison the leaders of the Communist  
Party whom they had persecuted.

In 1936, the puppet Commonwealth released the abducted leaders 
and members of the  Party. As soon as these leaders were out 

of prison, the Party intensified the anti-fascist movement among 
workers and peasants under the banner of the Popular Front. In 
order to defend their own interests, the ruling classes saw the 
necessity of cooperating with the Party in facing the danger of 
aggression posed by Japanese imperialism.



In an attempt to increase its membership and 
mass support rapidly, the Communist Party of 

the Philippines merged in 1938 with the Socialist 
Party to form the Communist Party of the 
Philippines (Merger of Socialist and Communist 
Parties).

In the congress that ratified the merger, 
unremolded elements of the petty-bourgeoisie 

represented by Vicente Lava and Luis Taruc,  
crept into the Party and usurped authority therein.



Like all other fascist powers, Japanese imperialism decided to wage a war for redividing the world as 
a desperate means of saving itself from economic depression. It had the ambition of monopolizing 

Asia even against the wishes of its erstwhile Anglo-American masters. It launched a massive invasion of 
China in the thirties before it took on other countries in the course of World War II. 

To themselves principally, the Filipino people owe their liberation from the Japanese imperialist 
invaders in their own country. It was the total effort of the Communist Party of the Philippines, the 
Hukbalahap and other patriotic guerrilla forces all over the country which broke the back of the 
Japanese invasionary and puppet forces. They were the ones who forced out the Japanese from 
garrisons in cities and towns and annihilated them in the flames of guerrilla warfare in the countryside. 
It was not U.S. imperialism which liberated the Philippines. U.S. imperialism merely returned to reimpose 
its colonial rule.

THE PEOPLE'S STRUGGLE AGAINST JAPANESE IMPERIALISM



On December 7 and 8, 1941, the Japanese made a sudden air attack on U.S. military bases all over the 
Pacific Ocean and the China Sea, including those in Pearl Harbor and in the Philippines. In the first 

quarter of the 19th century, U.S. and British imperialism assigned Japan the role of being their special 
sentry at the backdoor of the first socialist state and principal Asian collaborator in the colonization of 
the Asian peoples. Japan was accorded the privilege of holding on to its old colonies and acquiring new 
ones so long as it did not challenge the Anglo-American hegemony. In the Philippines, Japanese enterprises 
were encouraged by U.S. imperialism to participate in the exploitation of the Filipino people, especially in 
Mindanao. However, the world capitalist crisis of the thirties shook the balance of power among and within 
the imperialist countries and fascism rose to power in a number of capitalist countries, including Japan, to 
threaten the peoples of the world. 



The puppet commonwealth government 
immediately took orders from the U.S. military 

authorities and Manila was declared an “open 
city” on December 26 and was occupied by the 
Japanese on January 2, 1942.  At the very start, 
it was obvious that the U.S. military strategy was 
to attend to Europe first and allow the Japanese 
to overstretch itself in Asia.

As late as three weeks after the Japanese occupation of Manila the leadership of the Communist Party of the 
Philippines was still in Manila. The Party leaders were arrested while they were meeting in the city. This event 

manifested in the clearest manner the lack of ample preparation against war. It showed the damaging influence 
of the agents of U.S. imperialism led by the Lavas and Tarucs who had maneuvered to preoccupy the Party 
leadership with bourgeois parliamentarism, pacifism and civil liberties



As the Japanese invaders had expected, MacArthur foolishly concentrated the USAFFE (U.S. Armed 
Forces in the Far East), composed of U.S. troops and Filipino volunteers, in Bataan and Corregidor. The 

Japanese imperialist troops freely invaded the Philippines from several points. Thus, they were able to 
encircle the USAFFE which surrendered in Bataan on April 9 and in Corregidor on May 7.

The resistance put up in Bataan was 
of little value except to cover the 

flight of the U.S. colonial officials 
and the puppet commonwealth 
government from Corregidor. 

Having been whisked away from Corregidor 
on 12 March 1942 and three days later 

flown out of Mindanao, and then to the 
comfort of his new headquarters in Australia, 
MacArthur ordered his USAFFE troops to 
surrender and get information instead.



The bureaucrat capitalists, puffed up by the U.S. 
imperialists, chose between two alternatives: to 

maintain their allegiance to U.S. imperialism or to 
shift it to Japanese imperialism. Such was also the 
choice to which the comprador big bourgeoisie and 
the big landlord class limited themselves.

Officials like Manuel Roxas, who surrendered to 
the USAFFE, served under the puppet government. 

Formed as a sole party, the Kapisanan sa Paglilingkod 
sa Bagong Pilipinas (Kalibapi) was established and 
former congressmen,and other officials of the 
commonwealth government claimed membership.

The ones who sided with the Japanese served 
under the Philippine Executive Commission, 

the puppet government that was established in  
January 1942.



In order to repel the fighting masses, the 
Philippines was formally placed under 

martial law. The Japanese forces tightly 
controlled political discussions, newspapers 
and radio communications.

A strict curfew was enforced 
and checkpoints were put up 

to control the people's behavior 
in the whole archipelago. Death 
comes to the people who "incites 
rebellion" and "gossips" against 
the fascoists.

Village defense "zones" 
were established by 

the fascists to train their 
conscripted Filipino spies and 
military aid in their atrocities.

Houses were raided and villages were pillaged. 
Suspected guerillas and civilians who are 

alleged helpers were captured. Prisoners were 
held a number of trials for Japanese personnel. 
Widespread use of torture was employed: "water 
cure," electrocution, bayonets and beheading. 



On October 14, 1943, the Japanese 
imperialists granted “independence’’ 

to the Philippines in an obvious attempt 
to outbid the U.S. imperialists who had 
already pledged to do the same sham on 
July 4, 1946.

With the help of the traitors headed by Jose 
Laurel, the Japanese occupiers set up the puppet 

government. The 1935 pacifist constitution was 
ratified promulgating laws to give equal rights to 
land ownership for both Filipinos and Japanese. This 
was supported by the comprador big bourgeoisie and 
the landlord class.

The Japanese formed Bureau of Constabulary 
(later taking the name Philippine Constabulary 

or PC) to fight the growing numbers of guerillas.



Filipinos were conscripted into the wartime labor force to 
work in plantations operated by Japanese companies which 

gain superprofits. Among the companies were in strategic 
industries like banking, petroleum and transportation.

Since the Japanese 
military declared 

cotton the priority crop, 
sugar  cane plantations 
were converted to export 
raw materials to textile 
factories in Japan.

Members of the landlord class who 
moved to Manila became big merchants  

and were allowed by the Japanese forces 
to dictate onerous market prices. Small 
merchants were arrested and their goods 
were extorted.

Most of the rice, root crops and other foods produced by 
the farmers  were confiscated by Japanese soldiers in 

exchange of the valueless "Mickey Mouse" money. More than 
250,000 people were forced into  
slave labor to build infrastructure  
such as airports and docks of  
Japanese forces.



Many schools were damaged during the war and were then 
reopened. In order to control the minds of the Filipino 

people, educational policies mandated the teaching of Tagalog 
and character education to Filipino students, with emphasis on 
subservience and dignity of labor.

To further its ideological hegemony in 
the Philippines, study trips to universities 

in Japan were offered to scholars. These 
programmes were used to poison the 
thinking of young people against their own 
country.

The fascist invaders propagated the idea of 
the Japanese emperor's godlike status and 

came with the catchphrase "greater East Asia 
co-prosperity sphere."

At the insistence of the Japanese who were not keen to 
allow Western influences to persist within the country. 

Bodabil, also called "stage show," was permitted.



The revolutionary cadres and members of the Party succeeded in holding the Central Luzon Bureau 
Conference on February 6, 1942 and decided to fight the Japanese aggressors with a people’s army.  

Thus, the Party acquired the honor of being the only party that decided to fight the fascist invaders and 
assert the sovereignty of the Filipino people. It created the Anti-Japanese People’s Army (Hukbo ng Bayan 
Laban sa Hapon — Hukbalahap) on March 29, 1942 and rallied the people to armed resistance. The 
patriotism of the Communists and the Red fighters was demonstrated in heroic feats of combat against the 
enemy. These patriots aroused and mobilized the people and led them to gain a large measure of democratic 
power, particularly in Central Luzon and certain areas in Southern Luzon.



Guerrilla warfare flared up in all the provinces. The 
Hukbalahap led an armed struggle over a large part of 

Central and Southern Luzon. Squadrons, roughly equivalent to 
a regular company formation, were broken into miniscule units 
of three to five persons to ambush patrol units and trucks of 
the Japanese aggressors and reactionary armed forces.

In the cities, a broad underground movement 
was formed to support the guerrillas in 

various ways: firearms, ammunition, medicince, 
and information for the people's army.

Patriotic guerrilla fighters were the ones who forced 
out the Japanese invasionary and puppet forces from 

garrisons and annihilated them. Throughout the country, 
especially in Central Luzon, the landlord power was 
generally weakened as its normal lines of control were 
broken by the conditions of war.



Within the Party, however, the bourgeois 
reactionary gang of the Lavas and Tarucs 

kept on sabotaging the people’s war. It spread 
the line of limiting the people’s struggle to one 
exclusively against the Japanese and hailing 
the return of U.S. imperialism and its puppet 
commonwealth government.

At the height of the anti-fascist war, it adopted the 
cowardly line of “retreat for defense” which was 

no different from the “lie-low” policy of the USAFFE. 
The bourgeois reactionary gang of the Lavas and Tarucs 
contravened the line of the Third International to conduct 
unity and struggle in the united  
front at all times and use the  
anti-fascist popular front  
to establish a people’s demo- 
cratic government.

The “retreat for defense” policy hindered the growth 
and advance of the people’s army. Under the pressure 

of the revolutionary cadres and masses, the Party Central 
Committee repudiated this policy only in September 1944.



Despite the efforts of the agents of U.S. imperialism to 
weaken them from within, the Party and the Hukbalahap 

distinguished themselves as the fiercest and most effective 
fighters against the Japanese fascists and their puppets. They 
made it difficult for the enemy to get their food, especially 
rice, from Central Luzon.

The Hukbalahap under the leadership of the Party had 
liberated almost the entire region of Central Luzon, and 

had organized provincial and municipal governments. At any rate, through constant struggles 
against Japanese fascism and its landlord 

collaborators, the peasantry built up and 
supported a powerful national liberation army 
which delivered the most effective blows against 
the Japanese imperial army in the strategic areas 
of Central Luzon and Southern Luzon. These 
areas are strategic because they envelop Manila.



In its ignoble scheme to recapture its colonies and seize new 
ones, U.S. imperialism engaged in naval and air battles with 

Japan just when the latter’s troops were already being wiped 
out in great numbers by every national liberation movement in 
Asia. In fact, it concentrated its air bombardment and artillery 
fire on the Filipino people and their homes in late 1944 and 
early 1945 to pave the way for their resubjugation.

The Japanese imperialists competed with the U.S. imperialists in 
inflicting mass slaughter on the Filipino people. The Japanese 

raped women and massacred civilians. They committed pillage in 
their retreat, taking with them gold and other valuable items. 



As soon as it returned, U.S. imperialism 
maneuvered to attack and 

disintegrate the Hukbalahap and other 
guerrilla forces that were independent 
of the USAFFE. Radio broadcasts were 
blatantly announcing its desire to re-
take the Philippines and motley agents 
were already scattered throughout the 
archipelago to keep USAFFE guerrillas 
waiting for MacArthur.

US imperialists trusted the landlords, 
including those who collaborated with 

the fascist invaders, as their true allies and 
they were extremely distrustful of peasant 
guerrillas

Not only the Hukbalahap became the object 
of U.S. discrimination and abuse after the 

war but also the independent guerrilla units, of 
which the exemplary unit of Tomas Confesor in 
the Visayas was typical.

US imperialists immediately attempted to re-install the landlords in all parts of the archipelago, particularly in 
Central and Southern Luzon, where they went to the extent of arresting, imprisoning, coercing and liquidating 

the peasant leaders and their comrades.



The headquarters of the Party was moved out of the countryside to the city. 
They converted the Hukbalahap into the Huk Veterans’ League and thus put 

the people at the mercy of the enemy. The people’s committees, tempered by the 
anti-fascist war, were turned into mere chapters of a legal peasant association 
and these were used to spread the false illusion that land reform could fall from 

the palms of the enemy.

In their desire to occupy high positions in the puppet reactionary 
government., the reactionary gang of the Lavas and Tarucs organized 

the Democratic Alliance (DA) so that it could help U.S. imperialism put 
up a sham republic. 

So incensed were the people that they 
wanted to fight back and continue the 

people's war. But the bourgeois reactionary 
gang of the Lavas and Tarucs insisted on the 
line that the people were tired of war and 
that a campaign for “democratic peace” 
was called for.



As the last elected government of the puppet 
Commonwealth, Manuel Roxas became the 

first president of the puppet republic in 1946. 
US imperialism supported him with money and 
propaganda. He was the most favored puppet who 
was easiest to control because he could be threatened 
with litigation for being a Japanese collaborator

In accordance with the orders of his imperialist masters, 
Osmena convened the prewar Congress the majority 

of whose members had become pro-Japanese 
collaborators during the war. This assemblage of 
traitors elected Roxas,to the position of Senate 
president This puppet Congress even collected backpay 
services it had rendered to the Japanese fascists.

The newly-established Liberal Party prevailed in the reactionary elections 
over the Nacionalista Party but, despite the fraud and terrorism 

perpetrated by the military police and civilian guards, six congressional 
candidates in Central Luzon and three senatorial candidates. Their number 
was enough to prevent a three-fourths majority necessary for ratifying 
treaties in Congress and so they were prevented from taking their seats 
in Congress on the first day of its session on the trumped-up charge of 
committing electoral fraud and terrorism in Central Luzon.



Upon the return of the U.S. imperialists in 
1945, counterrevolutionary revisionist 

agents of the bourgeoisie, the Lavas and Tarucs, 
maneuvered the Party into taking the erroneous 
path of parliamentary struggle and allowed 
U.S. imperialism and feudalism to reclaim the 
areas where the workers and peasants had made 
substantial democratic gains.

After suffering disastrous military defeats, the 
counterrevolutionary agents of the bourgeoisie 

within the Party, the Lavas and Tarucs, took a series of 
steps towards surrender.

As soon as it returned, U.S. imperialism maneuvered to attack and 
disintegrate the Hukbalahap and other guerrilla forces that were 

independent of the USAFFE.



On July 4, 1946, US imperialism granted the Philippines fake independence. This was carried out 
at a time when a liberation war was threatening to flare up in the Philippines. National liberation 

movements and socialist countries were advancing rapidly in various parts of the world.

While pretending to grant independence, US made sure it would continue to control the Philippines. It 
dictated agreements which gave it rights to continue to maintain military bases and troops stationed in 
the country, to own and expand its investments here, and to continue to interfere in the affairs of the 
puppet government and the armed forces.

Consistently acting as the instrument of U.S. imperialism within the Communist Party of the Philippines, 
the bourgeois reactionary gang of the Lavas and Tarucs harped on loyalty to the U.S. government 
and the puppet commonwealth government and hoped to engage in parliamentary struggle under the 
dispensation of these monsters. Yet, U.S. imperialism and the local exploiting classes were determined to 
attack the Party, the people’s army and the people with real bullets as well as with sugar-coated ones.

In establishing the puppet republic, Philippine society became semi-colonial and semi-feudal. In 
essence, this system of society remains until today. The broad masses of the people—the workers, the 
peasants, the petty bourgeoisie and the national bourgeoisie—continue to suffer under the intense 
exploitation and oppression of US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism.

THE PRESENT PUPPET REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES



On the very day that the sham independence of the Philippines was granted and the puppet republic was 
inaugurated under a proclamation enacted by a foreign government, the puppet president Roxas had to 

sign the U.S.-R.P. Treaty of General Relations nullifying Philippine independence. This treaty empowered the 
U.S. government to retain its supreme authority over extensive military bases which it could expand at will,  
guaranteed the property rights of U.S. corporations and citizens as being equal to those of Filipino corporations 
and citizens and put Philippine foreign relations under U.S. government direction.



Under the Roxas puppet regime, other major treaties and agreements were made to elaborate on the basic 
colonial subservience of the Philippines to U.S. imperialism. These were the Property Act, the Bell Trade Act, 

the U.S.-R.P. Military Bases Treaty, and the U.S.-R.P. Military Assistance Pact. The Property Act provided that all 
real estate and other property acquired by the U.S. government or its agencies before and after July 4, 1946 
would be respected. The Bell Trade Act explicitly required the Parity Amendment in the colonial constitution to 
enable the U.S. monopolies to plunder at will Philippine natural resources and operate public utilities, prolonged 
free trade relations between the Philippines and the United States and placed Philippine tariff and peso currency 

under U.S. dictation.



The Tydings Rehabilitation Act required the ratification of the Bell Trade Act, with the Parity Amendment, before 
the U.S. government would pay war damage claims exceeding $500. Also, the Vogelback Treaty turning over 

U.S. war surplus property to the Philippine puppet government made it an obligation for the latter to accept the 
Bell Trade Act and other unequal treaties. When the war damage payments were made, these went mostly to the 

In the disposition of the U.S. war surplus property, there was rampant graft and corruption similar to that in the 
disposition of relief goods during the Osmena puppet regime. 

The U.S.-R.P. Military Bases Treaty gave to U.S. imperialism extraterritorial rights for 99 years in U.S. military 
bases at more than twenty strategic points in the Philippines. The U.S.-R.P. Military Assistance Pact provided 

for continued U.S. control over the local reactionary armed forces through the JUSMAG which would advise 
and lend or sell weapons and other equipment to them. 

U . S. monopolies, the comprador big bourgeoisie, the 
landlord class, the bureaucrat capitalists and religious 

organizations.



The Roxas puppet regime 
ratified the U.S.-R.P. Military 

Bases Agreement gave to U.S. 
imperialism extraterritorial rights 
for 99 years in U.S. military bases 
occupying close to 200,000 
hectares at more than twenty 
strategic points in the Philippines. 
Under this agreement, U.S. 
imperialism retains its control 
over the entire Philippine territory. 

On these bases, U.S. military personnel enjoy extraterritorial rights. Off these 
bases, they are also beyond the jurisdiction of the puppet government by simply 

claiming to be “on a specific military duty.”

Furthermore, the U.S.-R.P. Military 
Assistance Pact of 1947 ensures U.S.

imperialist control over the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines (AFP). Through the Joint 

U.S. Military Advisory Group (JUSMAG), 
U.S. imperialism extends strategic and staff 
direction, logistics, training and intelligence  
        coordination  
            to the AFP.



Aside from being responsible for the 
imposition of unequal treaties upon the 

Filipino nation, the Roxas puppet regime 
was responsible for the extremely vicious 
attacks against the peasant masses which 
were intended to strengthen landlord 
power in the countryside. 

The tricks of the shyster were being employed in a 
life-and-death struggle instead of implementing a 

firm policy of arousing and mobilizing the people for 
revolutionary armed struggle.

It caused the Pambansang Kaisahan ng mga 
Magbubukid to submit a memorandum to Roxas 

begging for land reform, the dissolution of the 
civilian guards and the recognition of the right of 
peasants to bear arms for self-defense.

The Maliwalu massacre and the Masico massacre were 
some of these heinous crimes. And yet, the bourgeois 

reactionary gang of the Lavas and Tarucs persisted on the 
line of bourgeois parliamentarism.



The most blatant act of obsequiousness perpetrated by the 
bourgeois gang of the Lavas and Tarucs was its support for the 

“pacification” campaign launched by the Roxas puppet regime against 
the Party, the army and the people.

The people could not be cowed. They were eager to defend themselves and as a matter of fact did so in a 
spontaneous way against the depredations of the enemy. But every time they raised a clamor for armed 

revolution, the bourgeois reactionary gang of the Lavas and Tarucs would seize the initiative within the Communist 
Party and pretend to respond to the clamor



After the death of Roxas in April 1948, Elpidio Quirino who was then his vice-president served the 
rest of the presidential term. Fearing the onrush of the revolutionary mass movement, Quirino acted 

to inveigle the people with an offer of amnesty to the Hukbalahap and a pledge to reinstate and pay 
the back salaries of the Democratic Alliance congressmen who had been ousted in 1946. The principal 
condition set for the granting of such concessions was the surrender of arms and the registration of the 
Red fighters of the Hukbalahap. 

When an amnesty agreement was reached and 
Taruc reclaimed his seat in the reactionary 

Congress, the troops and secret agents of the 
Philippine Constabulary were allowed to mingle with 
the Red fighters in the barrios. The most reliable 
cadres of the Party were exposed to the enemy.

In 1949, the Jose Lava leadership supported Laurel 
against Quirino, that is, the Nacionalista Party against 

the Liberal Party.  At any rate, Quirino employed 
fraud and terrorism to ensure the electoral  
defeat of Laurel. 



After the 1949 elections, the Jose Lava 
leadership took the line that it could seize 

power within two years and for this purpose 
prepared a timetable of military operations 
and rapid recruitment into the Party. The 
Jose Lava leadership considered as basic 
factors for the victory of the Philippine 
Revolution such external conditions as 
the ‘‘certainty” of a third world war, the 
economic recession in the United States 
and the liberation of the Chinese people. 
Within the Philippines, it overestimated 
the struggle between Quirino and Laurel 
as a basic factor for the advance of the 
revolutionary mass movement.

All units of the people’s army were ordered to make simultaneous attacks on provincial capitals, cities 
and enemy camps on March 29, August 26 and November 7, 1950. The attacks of March 29 and August 

26 were executed. But these overextended the strength of the people’s army. On October 18, the enemy 
counterattacked by raiding all central offices of the Party in Manila.

Subsequently, campaigns of encirclement and 
suppression were launched in the countryside against 

the thinly spread people’s army.



Because of its putschist orientation, the Jose Lava 
leadership brought the most crushing defeats 

on the Party and the people’s army. The principal 
service rendered by the Quirino puppet regime  
to U.S. imperialism and the local exploiting  
classes was the crushing blow it inflicted on  
the Party and the people’s army. 

The writ of habeas corpus was 
formally suspended to enable 

the fascist military led by Ramon 
Magsaysay to make the most 
unbridled abuse of democratic rights. 
The objective conditions for waging 
a protracted people’s war were 
extremely favorable and yet the Jose 
Lava leadership chose to exhaust and 
overextend the revolutionary forces 
under an adventurist policy. 

It thwarted the advance 
of the people’s 

democratic revolution 
by violating the fun-
damental principles of 
Marxism-Leninism. 



Towards the end of the forties, the funds derived by the puppet republic from war damage and 
rehabilitation payments, relief goods, sale of war surplus materials, expenditures of U.S. military 

personnel and veterans’ payments were already being exhausted by the unrestricted importation of 
consumption and luxury goods, by public works, by the reconstruction of agricultural mills, offices 
and palaces of the comprador-landlords and by rampant graft and corruption. Import controls had 
to be imposed in 1949 to conserve the dollar reserves of  
the reactionary government

Taking advantage of the political and economic difficulties of the Philippines, 
the U.S. government dispatched the Bell Mission, which paved the way for 

the imposition of the Economic and Technical Assistance Agreement of 1951. It  
required the placement of U.S. advisers in the strategic offices of the puppet 
government to ensure the perpetuation of the colonial policy.



The industrial workers are extremely oppressed and exploited by U.S. imperialism, local 
capitalism and feudalism. The so-called Magna Carta of Labor has not really been 

of help to them. The workers receive low wages which are further cut down 
by continuous inflation and are deprived in practice of such minimum 

rights as unionization, job security, compensation 
for death and injury, overtime pay, maternity 

and sick leave with pay, regular 
medical and dental care,  

and the like..

The excessive number of unemployed and 
underemployed due to the general backwardness 

of the economy is always used by the exploiters...

...to threaten or cause dismissals and replacements 
and to press down wage and living conditions of 
workers. The army, police, courts and prisons are 
ruthlessly poised and used against them whenever 
they rise up to assert their rights. 

Before the reactionary employers give any concession, they subject the workers to the 
mostvicious deception and, when this proves futile, the brutal force of the counter- 

                revolutionary state.



The officials of the reactionary government 
are given retainers' fees, bribes and other 

special privileges to suppress the workers' 
strikes.

Labor dealers also come into the bargain to mislead 
the workers either by making a straight sellout or 

by limiting the economic struggle to merely getting 
the watered-down terms of a “collective bargaining 
agreement” and preventing the workers from raising 
their class consciousness.

The exploiters make concessions to a certain segment of 
workers only when there is no way out in the face of a 

powerful workers' unity.

But they never stop seeking ways of 
taking back what they have conceded 

and of intensifying the exploitation of the 
proletariat and other working people.



While Magsaysay was a successful propaganda weapon of 
U.S. imperialism and while he was able to confuse even some 

peasant leaders, it is clear beyond doubt now that he was responsible 
for the all-out abuse of democracy directed mainly against the 
peasantry, for thwarting the solution of the land problem by the 
peasant masses themselves.

The imperialist version of land reform for which 
Magsaysay was glorified during his time has gone 

completely bankrupt. The land resettlement program 
only prolonged the life of feudalism in the Philippines.

As the imperialist-landlord combination ruled over the country in the 1950's 
by force of its state power, the reform measures and palliative proved 

ineffective in alleviating the condition of the peasantry or in whipping up false 
illusion.



In the guise of complying with resolutions of the U.S.-controlled United 
Nations, the Quirino puppet regime sent expeditionary forces to the 

Korean War to help U.S. imperialism in its war of aggression against 
the Korean people in 1950. The representative of the puppet 
president signed the San Francisco Treaty in 1951 in accordance 
with the wishes of U.S. imperialism to revive Japanese 
militarism as its principal partner in Asia. 

At that time, Japanese monopoly capitalism was 
being rapidly revived.  Corporations like Mitsubushi 

and Zaibatsu had contracts directly related to the 
Korean War.

In 1951, the Quirino puppet regime had the U.S.-
R.P. Mutual Defense Treaty ratified, allowing the 

United States to intervene arbitrarily in Philippine 
affairs under the pretext of mutual protection.



Refusing to learn from the errors of the previous 
Party leadership, the Jesus Lava leadership 

continued to dispose the people’s armed forces in 
an adventurist way. It chose to describe the stage of 
armed struggle it was in as the stage of strategic 
“counteroffensive.”.

Acting beyond the correct mass line in practically 
every place, units of the People's Liberation Army 

became isolated and resorted to grave abuses merely 
to get food for themselves. More political isolation 
only resulted in more disastrous military defeats.

The traitor Luis Taruc surrendered to Magsaysay in 1954. Consistently unable to conduct a protracted  
people’s war correctly, the Jesus Lava leadership swung from adventurism to capitulationism. In 1955, the 

Jesus Lava leadership prepared to abandon the countryside by announcing that the main form of struggle was 
parliamentary struggle. It dissolved the units of the people’s army it could influence and converted them into so- 
called organizational brigades.



Magsaysay became the third president of the puppet republic despite the efforts of Quirino to manipulate 
government resources and facilities in his own favor. The U.S. monopolies through the American Chamber of 

Commerce of the Philippines brought the full weight of their money behind Magsaysay in an unprecedentedly 
expensive and corrupt election. In 1954, the Magsaysay puppet regime sabotaged the ceaseless popular 
demand for the abrogation of the Bell Trade Act by negotiating for its mere revision. Thus, the Laurel-Langley 
Agreement was made. This new treaty aggravated the economic subservience of the Philippines to U.S.  
imperialism by allowing the U.S. monopolies to enjoy parity rights in all kinds of businesses.



To circumvent the priorities set by the foreign exchange control regulations 
and the tariff laws for the importation of “essential” commodities, the 

U.S. monopolies and the compradors disassembled U.S. finished commodities 
before bringing them into the country and labeled them as raw materials for 
local processing. Reassembly and packaging plants were put up to create the 
illusion of local industrialization and import substitution.

The foreign exchange controls showed conspicuously the 
subservience of the Philippine peso to the U.S. dollar. Having 

a semicolonial and a semifeudal economy, the Philippines 
had to make use of its dollar earnings from its raw material 
exports to get finished commodities from abroad, chiefly the 
United States.

Adjustments in the quota system and 
preferential treatment for Philippine 

raw materials were made only to deepen 
the colonial and agrarian character of 
the economy. The formal assertion of 
the independence of the peso currency 
did not remove it from the actual control 
of the U.S. dollar.



The Magsaysay puppet regime signed 
the first Agricultural Commodities 

Agreement with the United States in 1957. 
This agreement was designed to make 
use of U.S. agricultural surplus to help 
perpetuate a colonial pattern of economy 
in the Philippines, keep local agricultural 
production at the mercy of U.S. imperialism.

This agreement was also used to control intermediate industries, such as 
textile and flour, which require imported agricultural raw materials and 

support of U.S. imperialist propaganda.

This agreement was also used to control intermediate industries, 
such as textile and flour, which require imported agricultural 

raw materials and support of U.S. imperialist propaganda.



U.S. imperialism ordered the Magsaysay puppet regime in 1956 make an agreement with Japan on war 
reparations. The Ohno-Garcia reparations agreement was made, enabling Japan to penetrate the 

Philippine economy through the system of delivering reparations goods. Japanese companies were already 
extensively using the reparations agreement as an excuse for setting up liaison offices, making surveys in 
the country and participating in the import-export business.

By inundating the country with finished products from 
Japan and selling raw materials from the Philippines, 

Japanese companies became regular customers of 
Filipino big-comprador bourgeoisie.

Bureaucrat capitalists were bribed by 
imperialists to be able to control the market 

prices of the reparation supplies in the form 
of capital goods coming from Japan.



Magsaysay had a law passed ostensibly to guarantee the 
tenure of poor tenants that if a piece of land is to be 

expropriated from them by the reactionary government 
they shall be given "just compensation." Its actual purpose 
was to assure the landlords of their privilege to retain their 
vast landholdings and uphold the state policy of keeping the 
Philippines an agricultural appendage of U.S. imperialism.

Magsaysay continued the programme 
of land settlement but this merely 

disguised landgrabbing by the exploiting 
classes in frontier areas.

The Agricultural Credit and Cooperative Financing Administration was created with the avowed 
purpose of helping the peasantry in general but it turned out to be a mere device for enabling the 

landlords, merchant-usurers, bureaucrats and rich peasants to control fake cooperatives and cheat 
the poor and middle peasants.



Under the Magsaysay puppet regime, anti-usury law was 
passed but there was no fundamental change. Credit 

institutions like the Agricultural Credit and Cooperative 
Financing Administration (ACCFA) and private rural banks 
were also established. But these credit institutions have 
become mere sources of capital that merchants, landlords 
and bureaucrats use in their commercial and land-buying 
operations.

Victimized by usury and manipulation 
of the prices of commodities, 

owner-peasants become bankrupt  
and lose their lands.

The rural banks often serve as instruments for 
rendering many owner-cultivators bankrupt. Their 

lands are underassessed when used as collateral. 
Because they can offer no collateral aside from their 
future crop share the poor peasants easily fall prey   
              to the most vicious usurers.



In line with the U.S. policy of aggression in Vietnam, the Magsaysay 
puppet regime recognized the bogus Republic of South Vietnam in 

flagrant and direct violation of the Geneva Agreements. U.S. military 
bases in the Philippines were used to launch the interventionist and 
aggressive activities of U.S. imperialism all over Asia.

In 1954, the Magsaysay puppet regime sponsored in Manila the 
conference which put out the treaty forming the imperialist-

dominated Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO). The 
SEATO arrogated unto itself the privilege of attacking the 
sovereignty of the peoples of Southeast Asia and of defending 
reactionary governments. In this regard, the SEATO is another 
flimsy excuse to manipulate the Philippine puppet government 
against other peoples of Southeast Asia..

Filipino agents of the C.I.A. were fielded all over Indochina in the guise of technical personnel under such sinister 
outfits as the C.I.A.-funded Operations Brotherhood and Eastern Construction Company.



Carlos P. Garcia as vice-president assumed the presidency of the puppet republic upon the death of Magsaysay 
in 1957 and was elected to the same position under the banner of the Nacionalista Party in that same year. As 

a result of foreign exchange and import controls, the middle bourgeoisie became politically assertive in favor of 
what it called nationalist industrialization.

The Garcia puppet regime raised the slogan of “Filipino First” as an apparent concession to a growing anti-
imperialist movement among the people. But it did so only in order to cover up its basic puppetry to U.S. 

imperialism. The slogan meant nothing more than giving preference to Filipino businessmen in the allocation of 
U.S. dollars for import-export operations over foreign businessmen of a nationality other than American.

The political
aspirations of the national 

bourgeoisie were best articulated by 
Sen. Claro M. Recto   

who was also able 
to attract to some 

extent the interest of 
the petty bourgeoisie in 

joining the anti-imperialist 
movement.



Though the Garcia puppet regime was conspicuously encouraging Filipino merchants to push out 
merchants of Chinese nationality from the retail business, especially in the rice and corn trade, it 

allowed the big Kuomintang compradors to have a big share in the import-export and wholesale  
business.

On the other hand, all Chinese residents in the 
Philippines were coerced to manifest their 

allegiance with tributes amounting to P100,000  
to the local elements of the Chiang bandit gang 
or else face reprisal.

These merchants were 
further allowed to bring 

their capital back to Taiwan 
and face tax charges under 
the Chiang Kai-Shek regime.



Faced with the surging anti-imperialist revolutionary mass movement, 
the reactionaries promoted locally anti-communist hysteria. They 

glorified the way of life in America "where people who worked hard 
to better themselves could become successful, while looking out for 
the oppressed at the same time." U.S. imperialism and its local lackeys 
have become even fiercer in attacking the revolutionary workers and 
in using all kinds of subterfuge to attack them and also to make use 
of internal weaknesses of the Party. 

Counterrvolutionary campaigns were also waged  to sow confusion in the 
ranks of the masses. Reactionary outfits such as a library in the U.S. 

Embassy and other U.S. foundations (Rockefeller, Ford, Fulbright and the 
like) sold books in various schools to mislead the proletariat.

Advisers and American professors were appointed as officers 
in the Department of Education and in different colleges 

and universities in order to impose colonial culture.



As early as 1958, the Garcia regime enacted the Anti-Subversion Law as a measure for cowing students, 
teachers and the people in general from expressing their national-democratic aspirations. It outlawed the 

Communist Party of the Philippines and the Huks and punished membership in any of these organizations.

At about the same time, parallel to the anticommunist maneuver of the reactionary government, Jesus Lava 
abused his position as Party general secretary by deciding all by himself to liquidate the Party with his  

“single-file’’ -policy, a policy of destroying even the least semblance of democratic centralism within the Party.



Enjoying the political and financial support of the U.S. 
monopolies, Diosdado Macapagal defeated Garcia 

in the presidential elections of 1961 despite the latter's 
use of government resources and facilities in the 
campaign. In the era of modern imperialism, Macapagal 
inanely ran on a platform of “free enterprise” and 
“decentralization.” The first executive act performed 
by Macapagal when he assumed the puppet presidency 
in 1962 was to proclaim immediate and full decontrol.

Upon the exhaustion of the dollar reserves of the 
reactionary government, the peso was devalued 

and the broad masses of the people had to suffer 
high prices which cut down their real income

The comprador big bourgeoisie and the big landlord 
class gobbled up their dollar income from the 

export of raw materials and freely converted 
their pesos into dollars for the import of finished 

commodities.



From the previous fixed rate of P2.00 per 
dollar to P3.90 per dollar. To maintain this 

rate, the Macapagal puppet regime had to 
accept onerous “stabilization” loans from 
U.S. banks. While the peso was devalued to the 
extent of almost 100 per cent, the statutory 
minimum wage level was raised by only 50 per 
cent and could be had by wage-earners only 
through mass struggle.

There was not a single commodity in the Philippines 
unaffected by the higher cost of importing 

finished goods, raw materials, spare parts, fuel and 
the like from the United States.

The U.S. monopolies employed the tactic of 
sucking up Filipino savings and loan capital 

taken by the Philippine government from U.S.-
owned and U.S.-controlled hanks. Thus, even 
with the very little capital that they actually 
brought into the country, they could enlarge their 
capitalization through local borrowings.



Government corporations were made to borrow directly 
from the World Bank. Private corporations and banks 

were encouraged to get loans directly from U.S. and other 
foreign banks and to use government banks to make the 
guarantees. During the time of Macapagal, it was extremely 
clear that burdening the reactionary government with 
foreign loans was deliberately being done to reduce to 
complete absurdity the illusion of the bourgeois nationalists 
that they could make use of the puppet state to help them 
take over U.S. assets in the Philippines

In order to drive the Philippines deeper into foreign debt, government corporations and private banks were 
encouraged to borrow from American banks and other foreign banks. Public works projects were launched 

in order to spend rapidly the money borrowed from the foreigners and the government funds.



The Macapagal puppet regime used the very economic crisis caused by U.S. imperialism as the excuse for 
advocating an “open door” policy for U.S. investments. The volume of U.S. investments increased but not 

any higher than the huge profits being remitted. U.S. investments were made only to aggravate the unevenness 
of the semicolonial and semifeudal economy. U.S. investors took over enterprises which could no longer pay 
their foreign debts and made new investments in plantations, ertilizer plants and the like.

The U.S. monopolies have participated in the seizure of tens of thousands of hectares of land from the 
people by establishing their own plantations of pineapple (Del Monte, Dole), banana (United Fruit-Tadeco, 

Stanfilco). They violated the 1935 Constitution that sets the 1,024 hectare limit for private corporations to 
hold public agricultural lands.

U.S. corporations involved 
the Philippine Constabulary 

in the direct seizure of land 
from the peasants and 
national minorities.



The Macapagal puppet regime enacted the 
Agricultural Land Reform Code. This code 

sets an order of priority in expropriating lands. 
The poor peasants as in previous times would 
never be able to afford the redistribution price 
of P3,500 or over per hectare.

The Agricultural Land Reform Code was pushed through by U.S. 
imperialism as a maneuver to compel landlords to buy more 

farm equipment from U.S. companies and also to convert their 
rice and corn lands into sugar land inasmuch as mechanization and 
sugar cultivation are major excuses for them to get exempted from 
expropriation.

Even on an installment plan of 25 years, 
the tenant masses should first become 

“leaseholders,” paying a fixed land rent of 25 
per cent of the average annual net crop based 
on the three normal crop years preceding the 
landlord-tenant “leasehold” agreement.



The one-man Jesus Lava leadership exposed its 
completely bankrupt character when it supported 

Macapagal for its policies, especially the Agricultural 
Land Reform Code. It subsequently arranged its 

surrender in May 
of 1964. 

Before his surrender, Jesus Lava vainly tried to 
sow disorder in the ranks of the revolutionary 

mass movement by making arbitrary appointments 
that appeared to recognize the independent 
kingdom of the Taruc-Sumulong gangster clique 
and yet encouraged certain kinsmen of his to claim 
Party leadership even as they were isolated from 
the masses and were actually accomplices in his 
surrender.

In opposition to the reactionary 
policies of the Macapagal puppet 

regime, the revolutionary mass 
movement in the city surged forward.



In Central Luzon and South Luzon, the independent 
kingdom of the reformist peasant organization 

Masaka was used to comply with Jesus Lava’s com- 
mitment of supporting the sham land reform of the 
reactionary Macapagal government.

Soon after the surrender of Jesus 
Lava to Macapagal, Marxist-Leninists 

emerging from the revolutionary mass 
movement rose up to criticize and 
repudiate the counterrevolutionary 
acts of the Lavas and Tarucs. At first, 
expressions of criticism and repudiation 
were spontaneous. Then these matured 
into a full-scale rectification movement.

The rectification movement would still entail some years to develop towards the stage when the 
Revolutionary School of Mao Tsetung Thought could be formed and the Communist Party of the Philippines 

could be reestablished under the great red banner of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought. The long 
dynastic rule of the Lavas and Tarucs in the Party could not be done away with overnight.



Marcos defeated Macapagal in the elections of 
1965, and Sergio Osmena Jr. in the elections 

of 1969. US imperialism chose Marcos to be its 
leading puppet because of his prowess in using 
force and deception. The US needed him even 
more when the revolutionary movement began to 
regain strength and advance once more.

While sounding “nationalist” interested in the economic emancipation of the Filipino nation and 
pledging to let the Laurel-Langley Agreement, particularly parity rights, lapse in 1974, the Marcos 

puppet regime enacted as early as 1967 the Investment Incentives Law which declares it the state 
policy to encourage foreign investments and defines a corporation with a maximum foreign equity of 
40 per cent as a “Philippine national.” By this definition, the U.S. imperialists can create a system of 
interlocking corporations by which a “Philippine national” already bearing and camouflaging 40 per 
cent equity invests in another corporation and actually increases foreign equity in the latter corporation 
beyond 40 per cent. This was sufficient for foreigners to control a corporation.

Because it was now regarded as Filipino, 
such a corporation could now invest in 

other businesses and companies without 
restriction. The law established that 
foreign corporations with a 100 percent 
foreign ownership in the Philippines must 
ask permission to operate and can do so 
as long as they register with the Board 
of Investments (BOI). The ‘‘incentives” 
offered by the law are unprecedentedly 
abusive of the sovereign Filipino people 
and are geared to aggravating the colonial 
status of the Philippines.



Marcos arbitrarily ratified the Japan-RP Treaty of Amity, Commerce 
and Navigation. Japanese products flooded the country, and Japanese 

companies were set up one after another. They manufactured motor 
vehicles (Toyota-Delta, Mariwasa-Honda), appliances (Matsushita-
Precision, Toshiba-Radiola), industrial thread (Filsyn) and metals (Elisco)

Japanese commodities are being dumped into the country and Japanese investments are penetrating every 
major field of business activity. Japan today is next only to the United States in getting Philippine raw 

materials and ranks first in getting copper concentrates, logs, molasses and iron ores.

The Philippines sank deeper in foreign debt as a result of the 
squandering of the military regime and the rapid depletion of 

dollar reserves. Foreign banks repeatedly imposed increasingly  
     stiffer conditions for lending to the Marcos regime.



The Marcos puppet regime has echoed every “new” policy and followed every “new” step taken by U.S. 
imperialism. It follows Nixon's “new Asia policy” of “making Asians fight Asians.” It rabidly supports the U.S.-

Japanese partnership in the Pacific and the troublemaking activities of this partnership in Asia. It bows to the U.S. 
imperialist policy of reviving Japanese militarism and making it play the role of fugleman for U.S. imperialism in Asia.

As a rabid puppet of U.S. imperialism, Marcos has outdone Macapagal in sending Filipino 
mercenary troops to participate in the U.S. war of aggression in Vietnam and Indochina  

in general. He dispatched the Philcag (Philippine Civic Action Group) to South Vietnam. 

The Japanese monopolies are collaborating with the U.S. 
monopolies in turning the Philippines into a market for 

farm equipment and in investing in ammunitions plant, 
such as that in Batangas, for the puppet Marcos regime.



As a rabid puppet of U.S. imperialism, 
Marcos has outdone Macapagal in 

sending Filipino mercenary troops to 
participate in the U.S. war of aggression 
in Vietnam and Indochina in general. He 
dispatched the Philcag (Philippine Civic 
Action Group) to South Vietnam. 

Dow Chemicals, the notorious manufacturer 
of defoliants and other chemical-biological 

weapons (CBW) for the U.S. war of aggression in 
Indochina, is already in business in the Philippines 
and is frenziedly conducting research to destroy 
vegetation in the Philippines in the event that 
revolutionary base areas emerge.

The Rockefeller monopoly group has put up the biggest fertilizer plant, the Esso Standard Fertilizer and 
Agricultural Chemical Co., Inc. (ESFAC), and has put up the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) to 

undertake the culture of new rice varieties which require heavy doses of fertilizers. The ESFAC today can 
directly determine the price of all agricultural commodities by its control of fertilizers, pesticides and all 

chemicals for agricultural use.



All the fascist acts of the Marcos puppet regime fall under the U.S. programme of counterinsurgency. 
Day and night, the C.I.A., the JUSMAG and the A.I.D. Office of Public Safety goad the Armed 

Forces of the Philippines, the Police Commission, the National Bureau of Investigation and the local 
police forces to launch the most dastardly campaign of 

suppression against the people. 

Not satisfied with the regular army, constabulary and police 
formations, special murder gangs like the “Monkees,” 

“special forces,” BSDU’s and “provincial strike forces” have 
been organized to intensify the oppression of the people. 
Trainees in “home defense” centers are being used in military 
operations against the people in Central Luzon and elsewhere.



The U.S. military bases represented the 
reinstallation and perpetuation of U.S. aggression 

against Filipino sovereignty. These military bases, 
especially Clark Air Base and Subic Naval Base in 
Central Luzon, were allowed to contain nuclear and 
biological weapons. U.S. imperialism brazenly used its 
military bases to be the launching grounds to conduct 
its war aggression against the Asian peoples and  
  expand their sphere of influence.

U.S. military personnel continued to murder, rape, 
and committed all kinds of abuses against the 

Filipino people and yet the Marcos puppet regime, 
like all previous puppet regimes, conspired with the 
U.S. imperialists in holding "negotiations" that end in 
upholding the latter's extraterritorial rights.

This is perpetuated aggression, pure and simple, 
historically emanating from the military conquest 

of the Filipino people in the Philippine-American War.



Under the Marcos puppet regime, the revolutionary mass movement has risen to 
new heights. In 1966 repeated mass protests against Philippine involvement in the 

U.S. war of aggression in Vietnam culminated on October 23 and 24 when the Manila 
summit attended by the U.S. imperialist chieftain Johnson and the Asian puppet 
chieftains were dealt powerful blows by a multitude of workers, peasants and students.

Powerful demonstrations condemned the economic 
enslavement of the people by the U.S. monopolies; 

the U.S. military bases and the atrocities being 
committed therein; and the U.S. war of aggression in 
Vietnam. In 1968 militant demonstrations broke out 
all over the country against the U.S.-RP negotiations 
preparing the extension of “national treatment” to 
U.S. monopolies beyond 1974, against U.S. military 
bases, against the further Americanization the entire 

educational system.



The whole year of 1969 was spanned 
by student and teacher rebellions 

against the reactionary educational 
system, by peasant demonstrations in 
Manila against the landlords and the 
fascist rule in the countryside and by 
workers’ strikes supported by student 
activists.

The coming of the U.S. imperialist chieftain Richard 
Nixon to the Philippines in 1969 was met by 

fiercely militant demonstrations. That is also what  
       transpired when his vice-  
       president Spiro Agnew on a  
                separate occasion the  
     following year.

While militant mass actions raged in Manila and 
other urban centers, revolutionary workers, 

students and intellectuals went in larger numbers 
than before to the countryside to conduct rural 
surveys and mass work among the peasants. The 
cultural revolution of a new-democratic type 

advanced rapidly under the 
leadership of the reestablished 
Communist Party of the 
Philippines.



The Marcos regime ratified the Export Incentives Law. It allowed up to 100 percent foreign ownership. 
With these two laws, the foreign monopoly capitalists were leniency in taxes, borrowing and 

investing. Export processing zones were set up in Bataan, Baguio City, Cebu, Cavite and other places. In 
this manner, the foreign monopolies were able to set up permanent territories in the economy outside 
the scope of the tax laws of the Philippine government

U.S. imperialism exported its surplus capital to its colonies and semicolonies not to raise the economy of 
these to the level of capitalist development but merely to extract superprofits by exploiting cheap 

local labor and drawing out cheap raw materials. Textile factories (Levi's, etc.), automobile parts (Ford), 
electronic equipment and various foreign manufactures were established. Components were exported to 
other semicolonies and were imported back here to be assembled.



Spending on public works and other unproductive 
projects was done to the hilt. American companies in 

the Philippines, big compradors and big landlords were 
given huge loans and government loan guarantees.

The Philippines was rendered bankrupt and 
saddled with both foreign and domestic debts. 

In order to continue to borrow from foreign banks, 
the Marcos regime devalued the peso once more. 
The exchange rate became more than P6 for 
every US dollar. At the same time, the Marcos 
regime raised taxes successively. Consequently, 
the prices of commodities also increased 
correspondingly.

As a result of the peso devaluation and many 
other dictates of foreign banks which the 

Marcos regime followed faithfully, the foreign debt of the 
Philippines ballooned. Many small Filipino-owned companies 
were put in dire straits. The imperialists were able to rake in 
even bigger profits. 



In 1970, unprecedented mass actions involving 50,000 to 100,000 direct 
participants on each occasion unfolded as a great summation of revolutionary 
efforts in the past decade and as a striking storm signal for the entire current 

decade. These started with the January 26 and 30-31 demonstrations of 
workers, peasants, students and intellectuals in front of the Congress and 

Malacanang

Efforts of the reactionaries to raise the counterrevolutionary slogan of “peaceful revolution” were 
drowned out by the revolutionary slogan of the masses of “protracted people's war” in answer to the 

fascist brutality unleashed against them and also in answer to the repeated threats of the Marcos puppet 
regime to make a formal declaration of martial law 



The First Quarter Storm of 1970 was a great historical event from which emerged a large 
number of mass organizations embracing the workers, peasant, youth, women and cultural 

activists. It marked the maturation of the cultural revolution spearheaded by the revolutionary 
youth oriented to Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought and conscious of the people's 
democratic revolution. The essence of the cultural revolution clearly emerged as being the 
propaganda movement for the national-democratic struggle against U.S. imperialism, feudalism, 
and bureaucrat capitalism.



U.S. monopolies and their local subsidiaries 
guaranteed the loans of the bankrupt 

government in exchange of the command of higher 
prices. Because of the steep hike of the prices of 
petroleum products, needed to run mechanical 
equipment, generators, transport facilities and are 
sources for fertilizer, chemicals and asphalt, went 
up, the market prices of many basic commodities 
followed suit. 

These imperialists have long conspired in dictating the global 
price of oil and other petroleum products since the 1930s. 

Profit margins go up as high as 30%.  Aside from these, they also 
overwhelmingly benefit from the ownership and control of oil rigs, 
refineries, and marketing of petroleum products.

Since the economic crisis of the 1930s, monopoly capitalists had 
conspired to maintain their profit margins from the excessive 

price hike of oil and other petroleum products which they  
obviously dictate. U.S. oil companies had dominated the field  
of oil exploration and plan to open the oil deposits for  
their own benefit.



The colonial Constitutional Convention of 1971 that was 
publicized as a channel for “change” in Philippine society 

is actually a step towards allowing the U.S. monopolies to own 
more than 40 per cent equity beyond 1974. It was dominated 
by the comprador and landlord delegates including the likes of  
   Macapagal and Manglapus.

An insidious propaganda drive supporting the 
perpetuation of the interests of the U.S. 

monopolies in the Philippines has been unleashed by the 
counterrevolutionaries, especially by the C.I.A. and the 
American Jesuits through the Manglapus-Manahan 
gang. Brandishing their slogans of “peaceful 
revolution,” “constitutional reform” and “profit-
sharing.”

The accommodation of an unequal treaty of 
friendship, commerce and navigation with 

the United States was carried out by the most 
significant amendments in the colonial constitution.



Members of the ruling classes were shaken up by the broad 
protest actions organized by the workers in 1971. Militant 

mass demonstrations broke out in factories, restaurants, hotels, 
department stores, private firms, schools, even in the U.S. 
Embassy and the military bases under direct U.S. control.

Workers in sugar cane plantations 
and coconut farms also went to 

demonstrate.

As a protest action to decry the continuous 
increase of oil prices, public utility vehicle 

(PUV) operators and drivers coordinated a 
mass transport strike in different parts of 
the archipelago. Nationalist workers unions 
gave a rally call to expropriate imperialist 
properties in the Philippines.



For more than two weeks in 
September 1972, heavy rains 

plummeled Luzon before martial law 
was declared. Almost the whole of 
Central Luzon including parts of Metro 
Manila was under floodwater for 
about a month. This became known as 
the Great Flood of 1972 when big-time 
loggers made fabulous fortunes  
               practically overnight.

Deforestation in the provinces of Laguna, Rizal and Quezon 
were part of the preparation of the enemies in its guerilla 

warfare in the surrounding areas of Greater Manila region. 
At the same time, depletion of thousands of hectares of old-
growth forest were conducted by logging concessionaires. 

In all these rainwater that flowed down and flood the plains, bald mountains, depleted forests, and barren 
watersheds occurred. Millions of people were affected while they lost their livelihood, properties and jobs.  

      Aside from floods, mining concessions serving the interests of U.S.  
               i mperialism left toxic waste in major river systems. 



U.S. imperialism is using both peaceful and violent methods of suppressing the Filipino people's clamor 
for national liberation and democracy. Marcos and his clique espoused his ideology of "Revolution from 

the center." Patriotic mass actions were brutally dispersed and militant youth and students in the cities were 
murdered, maimed and arrested en masse. Even civilians were massacred in order to dissolve patriotic mass   
          organizations like they did on January 13  and May 1, 1971.

At the same time, all-out violent efforts were exerted to "nip in the 
bud" the Communist Party of the Philippines and the New People's 

Army, meaning to say, the broad masses of the people who have risen 
to shake off their colonial shackles. Before the formal declaration 
of the martial law, farmers and alleged members of the people's 
army were indefinitely detained, tortured and murdered.



In Mindanao, the U.S.-Marcos puppet regime massacred around 3,000 Moro peoples and settlers from Luzon 
and Visayas. Included in the people massacred by the fascist "Ilaga," a Christian chauvinist paramilitary group, 

were 79 men, women and children attending a service inside a mosque and ten other people in Carmen, North 
Cotabato in June 1971. The assailants were fanatics who were formed to be part of the anti-communist 
hysteria and to fight the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF).

After Marcos declared martial law, he went full force 
against the MNLF. In 1973 Marcos' soldiers stormed into 

Jolo and Cotabato. Guided by the JUSMAG, the puppet 
military burned properties to the ground. 

A bout a million people were herded from 
their communities and ancestral domains to 

concentration camps in order to separate them 
from the Moro freedom fighters.



Efforts of U.S. imperialism to hide behind such farcical organizations were 
intensified under the "Nixon Doctrine" of "making Asians fight Asians."  

But U.S. imperialism can never conceal its aggressive nature; it will  
always keep and use its military personnel abroad as much as it can. 

In Fort Bonifacio, AFP officials were egged by the 
C.I.A., JUSMAG and USAID to launch counterinsurgency 

campaigns, that is, to attack the masses of people.

Active and retired military officers, who were 
also known as Marcos loyalists, were appointed 

to high positions in the civil bureaucracy and in the 
military. Those who led the massacres in Mindanao 
and other places were promoted to a higher rank.

In exercising its direct control over 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines, 

Marcos institutionalized graft and 
corruption among military officers and 
personnel. They were also allowed to 
collude with syndicates to continue their 
harrassment of the toiling masses..



Marcos immediately blamed the incident to the 
Communist Party of the Philippines and he used this 

as the reason for the suspension of the Writ of Habeas 
Corpus. This document is an assurance to any person 
deemed to be inadmissible not to be detained.

Sentences of imprisonment were meted out to 
workers, peasants, youth and professionals. 

Many places were planted with explosives and 
these cases were plotted against the national-
democratic movement. Despite the combined use 
of force and deception, the people continued to 
wave the red flag for militant struggle.

Discord between the warring reactionary ruling classes intensified and the revolutionary mass movement 
advanced. At any rate, the Marcos puppet regime connived at to create a political atmosphere of crisis and fear 

that he used against the opposition, especially the Communist Party of the Philippines. On August 21, 1971, military 
personnel hurled grenades at the stage of the Liberal Party miting de avance in Plaza Miranda, Manila. Almost a 
handful of people were killed while many  
were left seriously injured.



With the help of US imperialism, the Marcos regime promoted militarization and formed counterinsurgency 
units extensively. In 1971, the Marcos clique suspended the writ ofhabeas corpus in order to abuse the people 

more freely. And on September 21, 1972, it formally declared martial law. Martial rule exposed the terrorist 
rule serving the interests of US imperialism, the comprador-big bourgeoisie and the big landlord class. The 
fascist armed forces sowed terror and cruelly suppressed the rights of the people in order to save the collapsing 
semicolonial and semi-feudal system. The US-Marcos dictatorship was a desperate attempt to suppress 
the rapidly strengthening revolutionary movement.



In a futile attempt to crush the revolution and to further exploit the masses, the U.S.-Marcos regime sabotaged 
people's basic democratic rights. They enforced "zoning" policies in many different communities and set up 

checkpoints along the thoroughfares.

National-democratic organizations were declared illegal. Correspondingly, the 
enemies searched and looted their central offices and arrested many activists 

from various sectors including workers, peasants, urban poor and intellectuals.

Political prisoners  were electrocuted, put in solitary 
confinement, and various torture without the niceties of 

reactionary laws in the fascist attempt to get information right 
inside the military camp or their secret torture chambers.

In the countryside, brutal steps were also taken 
against alleged revolutionaries. All of these 

abuses were perpetrated on an increasingly 
larger scale.



In order to defend the expanding bureaucracy in a manner approved by his imperialist masters and to attract more 
foreign investments, strikes and mass protestations were prohibited by the fascist dictatorship.

U.S. monopolies were allowed to have permanent 
economic enclaves by the creation of free trade 

zones, where they are beyond the tax laws of the 
Philippine puppet government. 

The export by U.S. mining companies 
of copper concentrates and iron 

ores with substantial gold, silver, nickel 
and other components were not fully 
accounted for in the country. U.S. and 
Japanese companies that are notorious 
for environmental destruction were 
given favor. These plants include 
Westinghouse (nuclear) and Kawasaki  
           (steel).



The Marcos fascist puppet regime let monopolies 
to lay off regular employees in exchange of 

apprentices, homeworkers and contractual employees 
in order to draw out savings from the company payroll. 

These employees can be given salary to as low 
as two-thirds of the legal minimum wage.

Additional quota in 
production and overtime 

work were permitted by the 
reactionary government.

Militant unionists and protesting workers may 
be suspended by the company without any 

(preventive suspension)



In apparent concession to U.S. imperialism, the Marcos dictatorship followed the dictates of the World Bank 
to encourage agricultural education, and technical-vocational education in order to provide the necessary 

technical support for U.S. plantations.

In schools, Marcos forced upon 
students books of class knowledge 

which made use of deceitful 
slogans of the "New Filipino," 
"development," "equality," "pro-
people government," "land reform," 
"democracy" and "New Society."

To spread the decadent values of imperialist culture, 
movies, television shows, records, literature and other 

cultural vehicles were imported from the United States. 
Through the mass media, the glorification of sex and 
violence was propagated. The masses on the other hand, 
were reduced to passivity in relation to the emissions of  
             these mass media.



U.S. advisers and the air force 
fleet were mobilized in the 

operation of the fascist puppet 
regime against the New People's 
Army and Moro National 
Liberation Front.

Top-secret military installations were established 
in different parts of the Philippine archipelago 

which serves as a staging area for U.S. armed 
forces to attack and subvert Southeast Asia 
and the rest of Asia under the gendarmerie of 
American imperialism..

In the military field, the fascist regime entered into new 
negotiations on the US military bases in order to prolong 

their stay in the Philippines even further. The bases' stay 
was ostensibly shortened, but re-negotiations were 
opened. 

The negotiations were used to facilitate further 
the interference of US imperialism in national 

affairs with the active acquiescence of the Marcos 
dictatorship.



In the first four years of the Marcos regime, 
the Philippines was rendered bankrupt and 

saddled with both foreign and domestic debts. 
American companies in the Philippines, big 
compradors and big landlords were given huge 
loans and government loan guarantees. 

As a condition for the loans given 
by the World Bank and IMF to the 

regime, the prices of commodities 
and charges to public utilities were 
increased correspondingly. Many small 
Filipino-owned companies were put in 
dire straits with high interest rates.

Consequently, as the revolutionary armed struggle and the broad legal democratic movement advanced 
continuously, the fascist dictatorship was effectively exposed, isolated and dealt emphatic blows. The terrorist 

rule showed that it serves the interests of US imperialism, the comprador-big bourgeoisie and the big landlord class.

The Philippines sank deeper in foreign debt 
as a result of the squandering of the 

military regime and the rapid depletion of 
dollar reserves. Foreign banks repeatedly 
imposed increasingly stiffer conditions 
for lending to the Marcos regime. The 
government limited the supply of foreign 
exchange for commercial banks and raised 
the requirements of commercial, rural, 
savings, and development banks. Imperialist 
control of the Philippine economy and 
government became even tighter.



The Marcos fascist clique amassed wealth through 
government contracts with foreign corporations, 

or through shameless use of the coconut levy and other 
government funds. Estimates of Marcos ill-gotten wealth 
range from $5 billion to $35 billion. Some even suggest 
that the true amount could go over a hundred billion dollars.

Together with the intensification of fascism, the 
exploitation of the foreign imperialists, comprador-big 

bourgeois and the big landlords further intensified. Marcos, 
his relatives and his cronies led in benefiting from martial 
rule. Kickbacks of bureaucrat capitalists in relation to 
export-import contracts, especially contracts of foreign 
companies, also increased. 

Marcos and his cronies such as Rodolfo 
Cuenca, Herminio Disini, Roberto Benedicto, 

and Eduardo Cojuangco benefitted from the 
imposition of terror.  



With or without any formal suspension of the writ of habeas 
corpus, however, an actual state of martial law has been 

maintained by the U.S.-Marcos clique and its armed minions in 
extensive areas of the country. 

Massacres, mass arrests, kidnappings, assassinations, rape, arson, 
extortion and looting of homes have characterized the Marcos 

puppet regime. The Culatingan massacre, Corregidor massacre, Lapiang 
Malaya massacre, Capas massacre, Mendiola massacre and the Tarlac 
massacre are blatant proofs of its fascist character and they typify 
the many more atrocities inflicted on the workers, peasants, students, 
intellectuals, and the national minorities.

Government funds and facilities and both the reactionary 
government armed forces and the warlord gangs were 

employed on an unprecedented scale to keep the Marcos 
fascist clique in power.



Through the "Masagana 99" program, the dictatorship gave access to the peasants to have full 
credit on overpriced fertilizers, pesticides and other chemicals for a brief spell. These technology 

were sold by foreign monopoly capitalists, particularly by Planters Products, the controlling stocks 
of which were taken over by Marcos and his clique. 

The exorbitant fees of the reactionary government 
were paid for by the peasants through their seasonal 

harvests. Meanwhile, the fascist regime profited from 
the liberal credit and from the farmer guaranteed 
floor-priced paddies which were redistributed at marked 
up prices through the National Grains Authority (now the 
National Food Authority)

Though the Marcos puppet regime has flamboyantly declared so many towns in the country, especially in 
Central Luzon, as land reform areas, the reactionary government is simply bereft of the financial resources 

to carry out what it hypocritically labels as a land reform program.  Thus no poor peasant, farm worker or 
lower-middle peasant can afford to pay the redistribution price even on a deferred-payment basis.



Foreign corporations, particularly 
Japanese firms, acquired  

fishing areas by the sea. At the 
same time, bureaucrat capitalists 
set up perimeter fence around 
lakes in order to easily catch even 
the smallest fish.

The Marcos regime built bridges, highways, dams 
and other infrastructure projects that serve the 

enterprises of the monopoly capitalists, big-
comprador bourgeoisie and the landlord class.

In implementing the recommendations by the U.S.-
controlled World Bank, the fascist dictatorship 

viciously grabbed lands from thousands of peasants 
and indigenous cultural minorities.

Marcos cronies brokered with foreign capitalist 
firms, and public officials of the puppet 

government in the construction contracts of 
anomalous projects. Many officials went on stealing 
through tax. by millions of the people's money.



The Marcos dictatorship made the deployment of Filipino 
workers more systematic, ushering in the transformation 

of Filipino cheap labor into an exportable commodity 
through the labor export policy.

Marcos allowed the superpower's armed 
forces 's use of women as prostitutes 

adhering to US military dominance and 
supporting the Pentagon policy of 'rest and  
             recreation' in the Philippines.

In the slums areas that were cleared, industrial projects 
were built. Foreign capital was invited to invest and was 

offered incentives including tax exemption privileges 
and the privilege of bringing out their profits in foreign 
currencies. 

Urban poor families faced evictions and demolitions in exchange of 'development' which drove them away 
to far-flung relocation sites with no access to public utilities.



Senators, congress people and delegates in the 
constitutional convention who were in the opposition 

were detained in the beginning of the  imposition of 
martial law as a threat to legal mass organizations. 
Marcos subsequently ordetred their arrest.

With the parliament and the Supreme Court 
under control, Marcos held a series of 

referenda and plebiscites mainly for internal 
consumption, to demonstrate popular support for 
his "New Society." He dissolved the congress, formed 
the National Assembly with a handpicked legislature, 
jailed and exiled political opponents, and declared 
martial law.

A  monopoly was established to handle sugar exports. Rival comprador bourgeoisies were forced to give up 
their businesses like Meralco and the media, in newspaper publishing and radio and TV broadcasting.



The support of unorganized "middle forces" reinvigorated  
with the introduction of a "democratic coalition government"  

of anti-Marcos and anti-imperialist groups. They took off 
with national democratic mass organizations. 

Marcos's decision to call for snap elections at the instigation of 
U.S.  spurred the block of anti-Marcos reactionaries to take action 

in toppling the martial law regime. These conservative, traditional 
politicians benefited most from the process of overthrowing the 

dictatorship in terms of acquiring reactionary political power and 
accumulating wealth under the influence of U.S. imperialism.



At the same time, progressive leaders with roots 
from various sectors sided with the struggle 

against the reactionary dictatorship and joined the 
national united front.

Led by Filipino C.I.A. agents, clerico-fascist diehards whose identity is known as social-democrats or socdem 
goaded and sowed intrigues in the revolutionary movement. They immediately denounced as "communist" 

any intellectual trend opposed to the anachronistic "free enterprise" ideology

The split among the reactionaries became more 
violent: on one hand is clerico-fascism and on the 

other hand is anti-communist fanaticism..



At the same time, they, had on many occasions fed to 
the reactionary armed forces information against 

the Party, guerilla fighters of the people's army and 
the revolutionary mass organizations,

From 1973, Lava revisionist renegades 
formally surrender to the fascist 

dictator at Malacanang Palace. They 
were trying to soften up the harsh 
fascist picture of the Marcos puppet 
regime and are collaborating to 
facilitate the aggravation of imperialist 
domination.

The Lava revisionist renegades continued to resist 
the people's democratic revolution by misleading 

the masses  that the Marcos clique is in opposition of 
feualism while it is developing national capitalism. 
They supported sham land reform measures, 
fake cooperatives and other vicious deceptions 
of the dictatorship.



The U.S.-Marcos regime formed and mobilized 
barangays, samahang nayon and Kilusang Bagong 

Lipunan  (KBL) in order to heap praises on him, and to 
deceive and put the masses under surveillance.

The Marcos clique made use of fraud and terrorism 
on an unprecedented scale to ensure its continuance 

in power and isolate its rivals.

U.S. imperialism and the puppet regime conspired to gradually 
change and subsequently remove the fascist martial rule. 

The dictator ratified the 1973 Marcos constitution, conducted 
fake referenda, plebiscite and elections. Political "normalization" 
process started in 1977 under the direction of the U.S. imperialism. 

The elections were manipulated by U.S. imperialism 
to whip up confidence in the puppet clique and 

join them with the local reactionary classes. 



Confronted with the increasingly fierce opposition of the revolutionary masses, the Marcos 
puppet regime has harped on formally declaring martial law notwithstanding the fact that it has 

wantonly practiced fascist terror in both city and 
countryside, especially so in the latter where 
uniformed troops and their goon assistants vent 
their ire on the peasant masses. By resorting to 
more counterrevolutionary violence, the Marcos 
puppet regime is enraging the people and is 
hastening the collapse of the 
semicolonial and semifeudal 
system.

THE SUBSEQUENT AQUINO AND RAMOS PUPPET REGIMES



The fascist troops of the dictatorship carried 
out widespread brutal abuses and atrocities. 

The dictatorship murdered Benigno Aquino on 
August 21, 1983 in order to eliminate the principal 
rival to its rule. The people's resistance to the 
dictatorship further intensified. The rift between 
the dictatorship and other factions of the local  
            reactionary classes grew sharper.

The interests of the US and the entire ruling system was 
placed in jeopardy as a result of the extreme isolation 

of the Marcos clique, the strong revulsion of the people 
against it, and the strengthening of their revolutionary 
resistance. The US took advantage of the broad protests 
of the people after the 1986 snap election in order to 
replace their puppet. The US pushed the Ramos-Enrile-
RAM faction within the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP) in order to revolt against the Marcos clique. The 
Catholic Church and the big businessmen supported this. 



The Marcos regime fell from power, but the crisis of the semi-colonial and semi-feudal society remained 
unresolved. The US took advantage of the broad protests of the people after the 1986 snap election in 

order to replace their puppet. Corazon Aquino, who ran against Marcos during the “snap” election, assumed 
the presidency after the dictator was removed from power.  Like all the other puppet presidents before her, 
US imperialism favored Aquino, because she was the one who could most effectively deceive the people while 
violently maintaining the ruling system. 



The Aquino regime benefited from posturing as 
the exact opposite of the fallen fascist Marcos 

dictatorship.

THE AQUINO PUPPET REGIME

In order to show that it was truly democratic, the Aquino 
regime ostensibly carried out steps to dismantle the 

structure of the previous military regime. It implemented 
cosmetic reforms which highlighted the return of formal 
bourgeois-democratic processes and institutions, such as 
elections and Congress.



Together with its deception, the Aquino regime further intensified the fascist attacks on the people, especially the 
masses of workers and peasants. The fascist laws which suppressed the rights of the toiling masses were:

Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program or CARP within which 
are so many loopholes that only 
tightened the hold of big landlords 
on extensive agricultural lands

Herrera Bill (RA 6715) which trample further on 
the rights of workers to join unions and to strike by 
means of voluntary arbitration, labor management 
council and the assumption of jurisdiction

and Omnibus Investments Code which allow any 
enterprise to persist to be set up in the Philippines 
without restriction provided that they are for export.



The Aquino regime pretended to be interested in pursuing peace talks with the NDFP, but it 
refused to address the roots of the armed conflict. Instead, it used the negotiations as 

part of its preparations for unleashing “total war” against the revolutionary movement.

The reactionary army and police 
launched campaigns and military 

operations which were bigger, more 
widespread, fiercer, more destructive 
and more prolonged than those waged 
by the fascist Marcos regime. 

Aquino actively maneuvered and 
campaigned for the retention of the 

US military bases. With the emphatic 
opposition by the people, the Senate was 
pushed to junk the proposed treaty to 
extend the stay of the US military bases  
     in the Philippines.



The Aquino regime was characterized by successive coup attempts. Aquino restored the bourgeois-
democratic institutions and processes in order to widen once more the field for those who seek to reap the 

benefits of bourgeois rule. 

The Aquino regime failed to stop the violent power struggle between contending factions of the ruling classes. 
The basis for accommodation on the part of the ruling classes continued to narrow down because of the 

continued worsening of the economic crisis. But US imperialism made good in expressing its open approval for 
the Aquino regime. It became decisive in maintaining Aquino in power. 



The ruling clique of General Ramos was a 
bureaucratic-comprador-big bourgeois-big 

landlord faction that was just as greedy as the 
previous ruling cliques of Marcos and Aquino. 
Ramos is a tried and true puppet of US imperialism. 
He is an out-and-out anti-communist and militarist. 
He was one of those who principally planned and 
implemented martial law. During Aquino's time, he was 
the main architect and implementer of “total war.”

General Fidel Ramos won the election as president of the Philippines in the election  
of 1992. The complete support of the US and the use of funds and  

resources of the reactionary government became decisive in his victory. 
Nevertheless, he only garnered twenty-three and a half (23.5%) 
percent of the total votes.

THE RAMOS PUPPET REGIME



Like Marcos and Aquino before him, Ramos pinned the hopes of recovery of the Philippines from the intense 
economic crisis on foreign capitalization and further borrowing. Towards this end, he shamelessly followed 

the wishes of the imperialists, particularly the US and Japan. The Ramos regime carried out both of these 
policies which drained the country's treasury and further worsened the problems of the ruling system.

The regime hastily approved the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the country's 
membership into the World Trade Organization (WTO). This is in accordance with the strategic plan of the 

powerful imperialist countries to tighten further their economic domination of smaller countries in the name of 
“free trade.” This agreement guarantees that the Philippine economy remains backward and always subservient 
to the interests of the imperialists.



The Ramos regime launched the “Philippines 2000,” a grandiose program to make the Philippines, as they say, 
“a newly industrialized country,” at the end of the century. Its realization was contingent on the shameless 

submission to the dictates of US imperialism, and a further opening up of the country to the plunder of foreigners. 



The Ramos regime further intensified and 
widened its anti-labor policies, from the  

anti-labor law, such as the RA 6715  
(formerly the Herrera Bill) which curtails the 
workers' rights to unionize and to strike, up to the 
newly proposed Omnibus Amendment to the Labor 
Code, which contains provisions guaranteeing even 
cheaper labor-power.

Special economic zones or export processing zones for the 
benefit of foreign capitalists were further increased 

and expanded. In these places, the government has given 
the foreign capitalists “no union and no strike” guarantees. 
The state has also employed  various instruments in order to 
maintain low wages and to break up strikes and unions.



The Ramos regime did not even pretend to show any interest in carrying out the CARL which was already 
watered down many times over. It gave foreign individuals and corporations the right to lease lands for 

up to seventy-five (75) years. To conceal his anti-democratic policies and deceive the peasant masses, 
the regime set up Agrarian Reform Communities (ARCs). In reality, the ARCs served to propagate planting 
for export, avoidance of land reform, and the perpetuation of a wage system favorable to landlords,  
                   and for counterinsurgency purposes



In order to safeguard the interests of US imperialism and the local ruling classes, Ramos employed the whole 
arsenal of weapons under his command in his counterrevolutionary strategy and tactics. The Ramos regime 

planned anti-people laws such as the Anti-Terrorism Bill (open surveillance of private communications and 
monitoring of bank deposits, illegalization of “terrorist” organizations supposedly to fight their use of violence 
or threat to use violence to advance their political aims), and the National Reference Card System (that would 
establish a system of identification which, in reality, would 
be a system for monitoring all the residents of the 
Philippines with the age of fifteen on up)



Before he served out his term, Ramos was planning to perpetuate himself in power beyond 1998. Ever since he 
became president, he actively and shamelessly began to strengthen his own clique. At the same time, he took 

steps to neutralize and weaken his reactionary rivals in power in a condition where the space for accommodation 
between them is shrinking. Before the end of his term, he was maneuvering to amend the Constitution and 
transform the presidential form into a parliamentary system of government. Together with his psy-war 
schemes, these moves were paving the way for an undisguised monopoly of power by the Ramos clique.



blah blah

THE ESTRADA  PUPPET REGIME



blah blah

THE ARROYO PUPPET REGIME



The granting of fake independence and the establishment of a puppet republic on July 4, 1946 
did not stop the struggle for genuine freedom and democracy. From 1946 to 1955,  the most 

meaningful revolutionary struggle of the people was under the leadership of the Communist Party.

The organizations of the workers and the peasants were formed once again and expanded. They 
waged many strikes and other struggles against the foreign and local exploiters. In many instances, 
the workers and the peasants were directly helping one another in struggle.

Together with nationalist professionals, intellectuals and well-known personalities, they vigorously 
campaigned against the unequal agreements being imposed by US imperialism. They also fought 
against corruption, against the suppression of the people by bureaucrat capitalists, and against the 
abuses of landlords.

When the US imperialists returned in 1945, the counterrevolutionary revisionist agents of the 
bourgeoisie, the Lavas and Tarucs, maneuvered to steer the Party towards the erroneous road of 
parliamentary struggle, and allowed US imperialism and feudalism to retrieve the places where the 
workers and peasants had already attained some meaningful democratic victories.

The abandonment of armed struggle, and falling into the trap of parliamentarism and reformism, 
and many other erroneous policies of the Lavas and Tarucs, brought about so much damage. Many 
cadres and members of the Party, Red fighters and people were killed and captured by the soldiers 
and hired bullies of the ruling classes. The revolutionary movement was not able to thwart the 
schemes of the enemy effectively. 
 
Even if the Lavas and Tarucs secretly opposed armed struggle, the masses spontaneously put 
up defense against enemy aggression. In 1948, the cadres and members of the Party and the 
revolutionary movement firmly put forward the launching of armed struggle. And in the following 
year, armed struggle spread throughout Central Luzon and to parts of Southern Luzon.

Despite the heroism of the cadres and members of the Party, the fighters of the people's army 
and the revolutionary masses, the armed struggle failed. This was the result of the policies of the 
Lava leadership to seize power quickly within two years. Armed struggle was intensified beyond the 
capacity of the Party, people's army and the mass movement. Luis Taruc continued to sabotage the 
armed struggle through his capitulationist thinking, and his request for amnesty from the enemy and 
his surrender in 1954.

THE CONTINUING STRUGGLE OF THE FILIPINO PEOPLE  
FOR NATIONAL FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY



In 1955, Jesus Lava implemented the policy to stop the armed struggle. He disbanded all the 
units under his influence, and hid in the city until 1964 when he surrendered to the Macapagal 
regime.

There were units of the people's army that persisted in revolutionary struggle in Central Luzon. 
But because of the absence of correct leadership of the Party, a large part of them were 
eventually dominated by Pedro Taruc and Sumulong. They were used to extort, terrorize and 
steal from the masses.

The revolutionary mass movement was sabotaged because the counterrevolutionary revisionist 
line of the Lavas and Tarucs dominated for a long time within the old Communist Party. The old 
Communist Party not only failed to seize political power, but it also failed to save itself in order 
to continue the revolutionary armed struggle.

During the latter part of the ‘Fifties and the early part of the ‘Sixties, the national bourgeoisie 
under the leadership of Recto became active. They waged propaganda against US imperialist 
control of the Philippines.

In 1961, the resurgence of the revolutionary mass movement began. This was signaled by the 
demonstrations of the youth against the Committee on Anti-Filipino Activities (CAFA) of the 
puppet Congress. The CAFA attempted to use the Anti-Subversion Law in order to prevent 
students, teachers and the people from expressing their nationalist and democratic aspirations.

In succeeding years, the revolutionary mass movement advanced in the cities. Nationalist 
propaganda became widespread. Demonstrations participated in by workers, peasants, students 
and other freedom-loving people continued to grow larger. In 1964, the Kabataang Makabayan 
(KM-Patriotic Youth) was established. It played an important role in advancing the struggle for 
national freedom and democracy.

Among the ranks of those upholding Marxism-Leninism, there began a review of the history of 
the Communist Party and a criticism of the errors of the Lavas and Tarucs. Under the Marcos 
regime, the revolutionary movement grew stronger and expanded further. Thousands of 
workers, peasants and students participated in successive demonstrations against:

a) the participation of the Philippines in the US aggression in Indochina.
b) US monopoly control of the country's economy,
c) the perpetuation of US military bases and the abuses happening in them, and
d) the tightening control of US imperialism over the educational system in the Philippines.

On December 26, 1968, the old and new proletarian revolutionaries re-established the 
Communist Party of the Philippines under the guidance of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong 
Thought. It was born out of the first great rectification movement that was waged one year 
before the re-establishment of the Party which thoroughly criticized and repudiated the line of 
the Lavas and Tarucs. The correct line of advancing the people's democratic revolution through 
protracted people's war was clarified.



In succeeding years, the revolutionary mass movement grew strong and spread throughout the 
entire archipelago. Various mass organizations of the workers, youth, teachers, and other middle 
forces were set up. On March 29, 1969, the Party established the New People's Army (NPA) and 
reinvigorated the revolutionary armed struggle.

Under the leadership of the Party, the designs of the Marcos regime and US imperialism to 
suppress the revolutionary movement were frustrated. In the countryside, the armed struggle 
continued to spread wide, and the people's army continued to grow stronger even when the 
Marcos regime set up various task forces and “counterinsurgency” units. In the cities, the 
revolutionary mass movement continued to flourish and grow strong in the face of the brutal 
assault of the Marcos regime and the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus.

When the Marcos regime responded to the growing revolutionary movement by imposing martial 
rule, the armed resistance of the people only grew more widespread. 

However, the sicknesses of military adventurism and urban insurrectionism emerged within the 
Party. The damage brought about by these errors began to be exposed in the second half of the 
‘Eighties, together with the gradual exposure of the most ardent upholders of these lines, the 
likes of Filemon Lagman, Ricardo Reyes, Arturo Tabara and Romulo Kintanar. In December 1988, 
the true proletarian revolutionary cadres began the rectification of these errors within the 
Party, until it became thoroughgoing, all-sided and involved the entire Party and revolutionary 
movement. This was the second great rectification movement.

The Party successfully repudiated the counterrevolutionary traitors, renounced the most 
repugnant forms of deviations and errors. The Party is now much more consolidated in ideology, 
politics and organization. It is persevering on the correct path of people's democratic revolution 
through protracted people's war.



On March 14, 1961 a powerful demonstration led by young men and women broke into the halls of the 
puppet congress and literally scuttled the anti-communist hearings being conducted by the Committee 

on Anti-Filipino Activities (CAFA). This mass action marked the beginning of a cultural revolution of a   
                   national democratic character

With the most militant demonstrators became charter members, 
the Kabataang Makabayan (Patriotic Youth) was founded on 

November 30, 1964. It started to arouse, organize and mobilize 
Filipino youth in the struggle for national 
democracy. It also encouraged the youth 
to interact and join in solidarity with 
Filipino workers and revolutionary 
masses from other nations.

In opposition to the reactionary policies of the Macapagal puppet regime, the revolutionary mass 
movement in the city surged forward. Increasingly bigger protest demonstrations were staged by  
workers, peasants, students and other patriots. On October 2, 1964, workers and students 

demonstrated against U.S. parity rights and the U.S. military bases in front of the U.S. Embassy  
and then in front of Malacanang Palace.



On December 26, 1968, the old and new proletarian revolutionaries 
re-established the Communist Party of the Philippines after 

several years of criticism and selfcriticism conducted by both old and 
young proletarian revolutionaries. Resuming the people's democratic 
revolution on a new and higher level, the Communist Party of the 
Philippines was reestablished on the theoretical basis of Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought, the acme of proletarian revolutionary 
ideology in the present era when imperialism is heading for total 
collapse and socialism is marching toward worldwide victory. The 
counterrevolutionary revisionist line of the Lavas and Tarucs which had 
persisted for more than three decades within the old merger party of 
the Communist Party and the Socialist Party was thoroughly criticized 
and repudiated. The Party issued the document of rectification, “Rectify 
Errors and Rebuild the Party,” and promulgated the Programme for a 
People's Democratic Revolution and the new Party Constitution in its  
   Congress of Reestablishment.



Under the leadership of the Communist Party of the Philippines, the people's guerrillas were 
transformed into the New People's Army on March 29, 1969. In the meeting of Red commanders and 

fighters, the Taruc-Sumulong gangster clique was repudiated as a counterrevolutionary remnant of 
the old bourgeois reactionary gang of the Lavas and Tarucs. The Red commanders and fighters issued 
a document of rectification, “The New People's Army,” and promulgated the Rules of the New People's 
Army. The New People's Army under the leadership of the Party is vigorously establishing revolutionary 
bases in the countryside and is advancing from victory to victory in a protracted people's war. The 
Communist Party of the Philippines is today applying Chairman Mao's strategic principle of encircling 
the cities from the countryside.



Militant mass demonstrations became increasingly bigger. General strikes grew in numbers, especially 
those in banks and enterprises of the imperialists, comporador big-bourgeoisie, and landlord class. 

The bureacrat capitalists enforced their class rule in coordination with the military personnel over  
               protesters and student activists. 

Thousands of farmers demonstrated against the 
exploitation of the landlords and fascist rule  

in the countryside. They opposed the arrests and  
torture of activists, enforcement of curfew, 
raids and theft from people's houses that 
are perpetrated by the fascists.



With the stark conditions, criminal neglect of the government, oppressive policies and dismal failure 
to alleviate poverty and improve the lives of the Filipino people, the people's war led by the Party 

extends its political influence and gains the wide support of the workers, peasants, the petty bourgeoisie 
and national bourgeoisie. It was also supported by progressive church people, some officials in the AFP, 

junior military officers and overseas Filipinos.

In southwest and central Mindanao, 
the Moro peoples dared to lead 

in the armed struggle against the 
reactionary government for their 
right to self-determination.

While the national democratic movement 
advanced in the urban centers, revolutionary 

workers, students and intellectuals went in larger 
numbers than ever before to the people's army in 
the countryside.



From year to year, despite fascist 
brutality, the revolutionary 

mass movement has intensified, 
increasing in frequency, becoming 
larger, spreading throughout 
the province and delivering a 
clearerrevolutionary message 
among the people.

While the experience of the Party, the New People's 
Army and the revolutionary mass movement was 

enriched, specific characteristics of the people's war 
in the Philippines were understood, adopted and the 
correct strategy and tactics were implemented.

Despite the fact that they 
have been singled out for 

attack by the enemy, the Party 
and the New People's Army have 
successfully withstood enemy-
assaults and have gained 
greater strength.



The Party and the people's army are rooted in the most 
strategic ranks of the masses all throughout the archipelago. 

Millions of people are aroused, organized and mobilized.

Through swift and precise offensives in pursuit of the enemy 
troops, cadres take hold of their position and increase their 

recruitment pools. In the most advanced guerrilla fields, 
they waylay and disarm the enemies in poblacions

With the help of the people's militia, part-time fighters, and other mass organizations, 
the NPA seized the weapons of the fascist troops of the Philippine National Police and 

the elements of the government paramilitary group Civilian Home Defense Forces (which 
became Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit or CAFGU in Aquino's term)



The Moro peoples persistently waged armed conflict to defend themselves and gain recognition for 
their struggle for national self-determination in southwestern Mindanao region. Violence ensued 

as they ambushed the vehicles of fascist troops of the dictatorship and as they fiercely attacked their 
camps  occupying their ancestral land and political territory.

They succeeded in resisting the deceptions 
and maneuvers of the Marcos regime's 

major military campaign to to control them.



Despite the fact that they have been 
singled out for attack by the enemy,  

the industrial workers and peasant-
workers successfully conducted 
demonstrations and strike for them to 
assert their rights and defend the rights of 
the broad masses of people.

The revolutionary 
workers movement 

also sent leading activist- 
workers into the ranks of 
the people's army and to 
the countryside.

The revolutionary movement strongly advanced in 
factories, hacienda and various communities of 

workers. Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought was 
upheld and was spread. The demands and aspirations 
of the proletariat were brought forward in the people's 
democratic revolution.



The youth and student movement have 
grown widely and strongly. They have been 

an important force assisting the proletariat in 
the spread of revolutionary propaganda on a 
nationwide scale.

Through regular educational discussions, town hall 
meetings, creative arts, boycott and demonstrations, 

they've smashed the fascists in cowing them into 
silence and stopping militant protests.

A huge number of them have integrated 
themselves with the mass workers and learned 

from their struggles. Forged with the common 
experience, they've helped arouse workers and 
peasants.

Through armed propaganda units, the underground 
youth and student movement, have shown their 

willingness to shed blood for their people and to 
stand firm against the coercive instruments of 

political power.



In areas where the local organs of the people's revolutionary 
government are strong, land has been distributed to or taken over and 

tilled by peasants or peasant associations, especially in cases where the 
landlord is absent or afraid to return to the land. 

Supporting the people's government are basic organizations of workers, farm workers, peasants, women, 
youth, children, and cultural activists. Each type of mass organization performs general functions as 

well as special functions specifically suitable to its members. The people 
under organs of political power and mass organizations constitute the mass 

base of the revolutionary government. 
This mass base runs into millions.

While the reactionary state still exists, the people's democratic 
government is steadily growing in the countryside. Local organs 

of democratic political power are being established. The barrio 
(village) organizing committees and barrio revolutionary commitees 
in these areas have special committes 
for organization, economy, defense, 
justice, health, education, and so 
on and so 
forth.



BASIC PROBLEMS  
OF THE FILIPINO PEOPLE

CHAPTER 2





Philippine society today is semicolonial and semifeudal. This status is determined by U.S. imperialism, 
feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism which now ruthlessly exploit the broad masses of the Filipino 

people. These three historical evils are the basic problems that afflict Philippine society.

!. A SEMICOLONIAL AND SEMIFEUDAL SOCIETY



The three ills which plague Philippine society—US 
imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism 

—now regnant in the present semicolonial and 
semifeudal society..

The semicolonial character of Philippine 
society is principally determined by 

U.S. imperialism. Though the reactionaries 
claim that the Philippines is already 
independent, it is not in fact completely 
so. Its basic policies and the election and 
appointment of its highest officials are 
mainly determined by U.S. imperialism.

The semifeudal character of Philippine 
society is principally determined by the 

impingement of U.S. monopoly capitalism 
on the old feudal mode of production 
and the subordination of the latter to the 
former. Commodity economy is used to 
restrict the growth of a national capitalism 
and industrialization in the Philippines



The interactive and symbiotic relationship 
between U.S. imperialism and feudalism 

has made Philippine society semi-colonial and 
semifeudal. U.S. imperialism has no genuine interest 
in developing the colonial and agrarian economy 
to one that is truly independent and self-reliant. 
It is in the nature of modern imperialism to make 
possible only uneven and spasmodic development.

The U.S. monopoly capitalists 
are merely interested in 

making superprofits from 
the colonial exchange of 
raw materials from the 
Philippines and fully processed 
commodities from the United 
States, from direct investments 
that rake in a higher rate of 
profit from colonies and 
semicolonies and from the 
practice of international usury.

Feudalism has been encouraged and retained by 
U.S. imperialism to perpetuate the poverty of 

the broad masses of the people, subjugate the 
most numerous class which is the peasantry 
and manipulate local backwardness for the 
purpose of having cheap labor and cheap 
raw materials from the country. It is in 
this sense that domestic feudalism is  
the social base of U.S. imperialism.



US imperialism is the main benefactor and principal decisive force which upholds the present ruling 
system in the Philippines.

The imperialist countries need colonies and semi-colonies. The latter countries are the sources of raw 
materials, the dumping grounds for the finished goods of the imperialist countries, and the places 
where they bring their excess capital. From their investments, trade and loans to backward countries, the 
imperialists derive their superprofits. Without the colonies and semi-colonies, the imperialist countries 
cannot maintain the rapid expansion of production and trade and the accumulation of superprofits from 
their investments. If they are unable to maintain these, they will lose out to other imperialist countries 
and their businesses will collapse.

Therefore, in the era of imperialism, the imperialist countries divide up the world. The extent of the 
territorial scope of each imperialist power is based on economic and military strength.

The Philippines has been under the control of US imperialism for over one hundred (100) years. From 
1900 to 1946, the country was under direct colonial rule, and from 1946 to the present, under indirect 
or semi-colonial rule.

II. U.S. IMPERIALISM



Lenin gave the most precise definition of modern imperialism when he described it as the monopoly stage of 
capitalism and pointed out five of its basic features: namely, 1) the concentration of production and capital 

has developed to such a high stage that it has created monopolies which play a decisive role in economic life;

2) the merging of bank capital with industrial capital, 
and the creation on the basis of this “finance capital,” 
of a financial oligarchy;

4) the formation of international monopoly capitalist 
combines which share the world among themselves;

and 5) the territorial division of the whole world 
among the biggest capitalist powers is completed.

3) the export of capital as distinguished from the 
export of commodities acquires exceptional importance;



In an uneven and spasmodic way, U.S. surplus capital has been invested in the Philippine economy. The majority 
of the biggest corporations in the Philippines today are American. They control at least 50 per cent of the total 

business assets in the country. U.S. monopoloy capitalism also hold strategic positions.

The U.S. imperialists own the largest commercial banks, 
insurance companies and other financing institutions. 

They therefore control the Philippine banking system. 
They grab the domestic savings of the people and utilize 
these to support U.S. enterprises here.

A clever method of profit remittance by overseas U.S. 
firms is the purchase of commodities and services 

from their mother or sister companies in the United 
States at an overprice. U.S. firms engaged in export and 
re-export business in the Philippines underprice their goods 
only to get the real prices and the real profits abroad.



Because of the colonial and agrarian character of its economy the Philippines is highly dependent on a colonial 
pattern of trade that is to say, the exchange of local raw materials and foreign finished products, especially 

American. In a vicious cycle, the colonial pattern of trade which has been developed for a long period of time by 
U.S. imperialism through preferential trade and the quota system has in turn served to perpetuate the colonial and  
             agrarian character of the Philippine economy.

The Philippine economy is so uneven and 
lopsided that it has to import even such 

agricultural products as poultry and dairy 
products, cereals and cereal preparations 
which are still in the bracket of the ten top

imports. In the world capitalist market, the 
foreign monopolies consistently jack up 

the price of their manufactures and other 
products and force down the price of raw 
materials that they purchase from the 
colonies and semicolonies like the Philippines.



The rapid rate of increase in deficit is due to the effects of U.S. mperialism and all other imperialist 
powers to squeeze out more profits from their foreign trade as a measure of facing up to their own 

balance-of-payments problem. They are now viciously trying to pass on the burden of their general 
crisis to their colonies and semicolonies by stepping up their own exports, by exporting inflation, by forcing 
weaker countries to devalue their currencies and by practising usury.

Maintaining the colonial economy in an artificial way, 
the Philippine reactionary government has incurred 

debts mostly from U.S. banks at high interest and on 
short term basis. These debts have resulted in a steep 
inflation and devaluation. 



Feudalism has existed in the Philippines for over four centuries. The indicators of the existence of 
feudalism in the Philippines are the following:

a. Ownership and control or monopoly by certain landlords of huge tracts of land and  
the lack or absence of land among the peasant masses

b. Widespread feudal exploitation
c. Backward and small-scale farming in a large part of the countryside

III. FEUDALISM



Feudalism is a mode of production in which the principal forces of production are the peasants and the 
land which they till and the relations of production are basically characterized by landlord oppression and 

exploitation of the peasantry. The most immediate manifestation of feudalism is the possession of vast areas 
of cultivable land by a few landlords who themselves do not till the land and who compel a big number of  
       tenants to do the tilling.

In the feudal system, the 
landlords make the peasant 

masses till the large tracts 
of land that they own. The 
landlords make the peasants 
pay extremely high land rent.

They are further subjected to 
such feudal practices as 

usury, compulsory menial 
service and various forms 
of tribute



Feudalism still persists in the Philippines although U.S. imperialism 
has introduced a certain degree of capitalist development. U.S. 

monopoly capital has assimilated the seed of capitalism that is 
within the womb of domestic feudalism but at the same time it has 
prevented the full growth of this seed into a national capitalism. 
The persistence of feudalism and the growth of a limited degree 
of capitalismcan be understood only by delving into history.

Feudal relations between the parasitic 
landlord class and the productive 

peasantry essentially involve the 
extortion of exorbitant land rent in cash 
or kind from the latter by the former. 
Such basic relations leave the tenant-
peasants impoverished as their share 
of the crop is just enough or even often 
inadequatefor their subsistence.



Landlords use usury in order to further increase their share of the harvest, and to foreclose on the lands of 
land-owning peasants. From one hundred up to one hundred fifty (100-150%) percent per harvest is the 

usual interest charged to the borrowers of money or grain among the peasants. Usury results mainly from the 
fact that poor peasants can hardly subsist on their crop share and can offer no collateral except their crop 
share in the next harvest.

In many more places, landlords brag of a 50-50 sharing of the harvest with 
their tenants. In this sharing arrangement, the landlords pass on to the tenants 

the costs of farming. Therefore, what emerges as the real sharing is 60-40 up 
to 80-20 in favor of the landlords. If ever the landlords shoulder the farming 
costs, they raise these costs in order to increase their share of the harvest.



In sugar cane haciendas, the landlord distinguishes regular from seasonal 
farm workers. This is his way of getting himself responsible only for the 

year-round employment of a relatively small number of regular farm 
workers. In classifying a bigger number of farm workers as seasonal or 
temporary workers, he can give to them the heaviest work load and pay 
them the lowest wages only during the few months of the cutting season.  
They live in subhuman quarters and buy or take on credit at high interest 
rates their necessities from the hacienda stores at marked-up prices. 

The farm workers are easily rendered helpless by the landlords because the latter can withhold the former's wages 
for the first month. The labor contractor, which is usually a person in authority (mayor, chief of police, councilor 

or barrio captain) in the place where the farm workers are recruited, binds the farm workers to himself by lending 
money to their families and by arbitrarily accounting expenses. The labor contractor basically participates in landlord 
exploitation by getting a commission for every ton or day that the farm workers complete.



Bureaucrat capitalism is running the government like a business and for the enrichment of those 
seated in power. 

The big bureaucrats or officials of the reactionary government are exclusively representatives 
and part of the comprador-big bourgeoisie and big landlord class. They use their political power to 
serve the foreign imperialists, the comprador-big bourgeois and the big landlords. At the same time, 
they use their position to enrich themselves and to expand their land properties and businesses.

All the puppet presidents from Quezon up to Ramos were bureaucrat capitalists. Estrada is a 
bureaucrat capitalist. The majority of leading bureaucrats in national, provincial and municipal 
government are all bureaucrat capitalists.

IV. BUREAUCRAT CAPITALISM



Graft and corruption are rampant throughout the entire government. In ratifying laws, orders and decisions, 
bureaucrat capitalists accept large bribes. Consequently, every wish of the ruling classes who control the 

country's wealth is followed completely. For every contract, concession and license, bureaucrat capitalists 
pocket some money. They pilfer a large part of the funds of the reactionary government. The people suffer 
ultimately as a result of these anomalies. Bureaucrat capitalists manipulate the purchases of goods for public 
works, steal these goods, cheat the payroll listings, and perform all sorts of anomalies in order to pilfer. 
Bureaucrat capitalists engage in landgrabbing. They acquire the concessions in extensive public lands in order to 
make them grazing lands, conduct logging and mining operations, or set up real-estate subdivisions.

Bureaucrat capitalists implement various programs which 
help the ruling classes to exploit the people more and to 

enrich themselves further.



Bureaucrat capitalists deceive the people 
in order to pacify them and make them 

subservient to the ruling classes. They charm 
the people in order to rely on the government 
to solve their problems. Bureaucrat capitalists 
control the entire system of education 
and mass media. They use these means to 
propagate ideas that idolize the imperialists, the 
comprador-big bourgeois and the landlords. 

To make the people follow the wishes of the foreign and local ruling classes, the reactionary state 
systematically suppresses and controls them. The state consists ofcoercive instruments (army, police, prisons 

and courts) and a government which makes and carries out laws. The reactionary classes created the machinery 
of the reactionary state in order to defend their rule. The special role of bureaucrat capitalists is the direct 
administration of the reactionary state. In order to suppress the movement and struggle of those who yearn to 
free Philippine society from imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism, bureaucrat capitalists support 
fascism. This is the reactionary state's brutal attack and suppression of the people. 



THE PEOPLE’S
DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION

CHAPTER 3



Because the nature of Philippine society is 
semi-colonial and semi-feudal, the character 

of the present stage of Philippine revolution is 
unavoidably national-democratic. The principal 
reason that it is a national revolution is because 
it aims to assert the national sovereignty against 
US imperialism and its local puppets. The principal 
reason that it is a democratic revolution is 
because it aims to launch the peasant struggle 
for land, to struggle against domestic feudalism, 
and another thing, to support the democratic 
rights of the broad masses of the people 
against fascism. US imperialism, feudalism and 
bureaucrat capitalism cannot be overthrown if 
the broad masses of the people are not led by 
the revolutionary party of the proletariat, the 
Communist Party of the Philippines, with  the 
supreme guidance of Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought. The revolutionary aspirations 
and objectives of the working class, peasantry, 
petty bourgeoisie and national bourgeoisie can 
only be advanced correctly through the class 
leadership of the proletariat and its party.



Socialism is the perspective of the people's democratic 
revolution. The socialist revolution will immediately 

begin as soon as the people's democratic revolution wins, 
when the power of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat 
capitalism has been overthrown, and the political power 
in the entire country has been seized by the people. 
Socialism is the social system where the state power rests 
in the hands of the working class and all the means of 
production are in public ownership.

The victory of the people's democratic revolution establishes the 
material conditions and frees up the forces and the means to 

launch and advance the socialist revolution. The socialist revolution 
cannot be commenced for as long as the people's democratic 
revolution has not triumphed.

The socialist features of the people's democratic revolution are the 
leadership of the working class through the Communist Party of the 

Philippines, the absolute leadership of the Party over the New People's Army 
and other instruments of political power, the establishment of the state 
sector and the cooperative sector in the economy as the decisive factors in  
the economy, and the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat.



In waging the people's democratic revolution, it is important to recognize who are the friends and who 
are the enemies. In this manner, we will be able to determine the correct approach to each and every one 

of them.

The enemies of the Filipino people are US imperialism, the comprador-big bourgeoisie and the big 
landlord class. As the ruling classes, they control and enjoy the abundance of the wealth of the 
Philippines. They also control the reactionary government and its armed forces.

The allies of the revolution are the proletariat, peasantry, petty bourgeoisie, and at certain times and in 
a limited scope, also the national bourgeoisie. They are the ones who experience the exploitation of US 
imperialism and bureaucrat capitalism.

The proletariat is the class leading the revolution. In Philippine society, it is the class born by modern 
industry and in a position to continue its development. While industry advances, this is the class which 
rapidly grows and forms the majority of the people. Because it owns no means of production, it is 
thoroughly revolutionary and will make great efforts in the revolutionary struggle until the exploitation 
of man by man is eliminated. This is the class which possesses the most developed revolutionary theory, 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. The Communist Party is its political party.

The peasantry, particularly the poor and lower-middle peasants, is the main force of the revolution. As 
the largest class in the present society, it is necessary to arouse and mobilize them for the revolution. 
The problem of the peasants, the land problem and feudal exploitation, is the main content of the 
people's democratic revolution.

The petty bourgeoisie is a reliable ally of the revolution. It also experiences exploitation and oppression 
and is ready to participate actively in the revolution, together with the workers and peasants. The 
students and intellectuals perform an important role in spreading revolutionary propaganda. 

The national bourgeoisie may be made to participate in the revolution even if their stand is unstable. Even 
though it exploits workers and has connections with imperialism and feudalism, the national bourgeoisie 
also experiences difficulties as a result of US imperialist control of the Philippines.

In order to carry out the immediate and long-term tasks of the revolution successfully, it is necessary to 
recognize and correctly approach the true friends and the true enemies of the revolution.

THE FRIENDS AND ENEMIES OF THE REVOLUTION



It might occur that a certain person can be classified under two class categories or more. 
Because of the semicolonial and semi-feudal character of the economy, one who belongs to 
the landlord class may belong at the same time to the big bourgeoisie or middle bourgeoisie. 
The principal class character of this person can be determined on the basis of his principal 
source of income. When it occurs that a landlord is at the same time a national bourgeois, his 
landlord interests and industrial or commercial interests are dealt with separately and properly. 
A member of the intelligentsia may come from a landlord, national bourgeois or rich peasant 
family and yet he may in fact earn his livelihood as an urban petty bourgeois. He is essentially 
recognized as a member of the urban petty bourgeoisie.

However, it is not only the economic criterion that must be used in classifying individuals. The
revolutionary or counterrevolutionary character of an individual is developed in the course of 
struggle, especially when it comes to the question of becoming a proletarian revolutionary. No 
one is born Red even among the toiling people. Among the oppressed and exploited, there can be 
a handful of scabs whose counterrevolutionary attitude puts them on the side of the people's 
enemies. Among the members of the petty bourgeoisie, there may be those who can become 
advanced elements in the revolutionary struggle. Even among members of the exploiting 
classes, there may be exceptional cases of individuals who become remolded and join the ranks 
of the revolutionaries. Due importance must therefore be given to the criterion of political 
standpoint and the process of ideological remolding.

We must have a comprehensive view of the dialectical relationship between the economic base and the 
superstructure. In terms of classes and strata, we also need repeated class analysis in order to have a 
correct grasp of changes in political attitudes due to new material conditions, and vice-versa. Concrete 
analysis of concrete conditions is the soul of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought.



THE 
PROLETARIAT

The proletariat refers principally to the industrial workers and secondarily to other wage-
earners. It is a class that is dispossessed of any means of production and has to sell its 
labor power to the capitalist owners of the means of production.

It is exploited by being forced to create surplus value while receiving in return a measly subsistence wage, far 
smaller than that surplus value which its capitalist employers appropriate. Because of the semicolonial and 

semifeudal nature of Philippine society today, the Filipino industrial proletariat is small in size in comparison with the 
peasantry. Like the industrial workers, the farm workers are wage-earners, and own no means of production. They 
are the rural proletariat. They work the longest hours, receive the lowest wages and suffer the worst conditions.



SEMI-
PROLETARIAT The semiproletarians suffer from dispossession, undercompensation, irregularity and 

insufficiency of income and insecurity. There are those who have only their simple 
implements These are people who cannot be accommodated as regular wage-earners in 
industrial enterprises nor as regular tenants in the countryside because of the semicolonial 
and semifeudal conditions.

These semiproletarians are a 
motive force of the people's 

democratic revolution. They 
are eager to fight the 
national and class enemies 
of the Filipino people.

There are those who have none 
at all but their labor power 

to sell like provincial dock 
porters, market cargadores, 
shop assistants, pedicab 
drivers, apprentices 
in sweatshops, some 
jeepney drivers, house 
servants, restaurant 
helpers and the like.

There are those who have only a 
small amount of funds to 

carry on their lives as peddlers 
and small stallkeepers.



THE RICH 
PEASANTS

MIDDLE 
PEASANTS

The peasantry is distinguished from all ot her classes by the fact that all its members 
cultivate the land. It is the main force of the national economy. It is 75 per cent of 

the entire Philippine population. It has three strata; namely, the rich peasants, the middle 
peasants and the poor peasants. The rich peasants make up almost five (5%) percent 

of the population in the countryside. Although they themselves work, they engage in exploitation either by hiring 
farm labor or letting part of their land to poor peasants.They can be drawn in to support the anti-fascist and 

anti-imperialist struggle. But in the anti-feudal struggle, 
they must be neutralized.

The middle peasants comprise fifteen to twenty (15-20%) percent of the population of 
the countryside. They usually have their own parcel of land and farming implements 

and live off sufficiently from their own hard work. If they derive additional earnings from 
employing the work of others, it is only a small portion of their overall earnings. Middle 

peasants can be divided into three sub-strata: upper-middle, middle-middle and lower-middle peasants.



POOR 
PEASANTS Together with the farm workers, the poor peasants are about 75 to 80 per cent of the 

rural population. They are usually without land and are only tenants of landlords. Even 
if some of them own a small parcel of land, they rely principally on tenancy.

They are often obligated to sell their 
labor-power in order to supplement 

their small share of the harvest. They 
have to supplement their meager crop 
share by raising poultry or pigs, fishing,

The poor peasants generally have insufficient 
funds for both their subsistence and agri- 

cultural xpenses. They often seek the help of 
relatives and friends or use their crop to guarantee 
debts from the landlords and money lenders.

planting side crops, peddling,  
handicrafts, or selling 
their labor power as 
seasinal farm workers or 
construction workers.



PETTY
BOURGEOISIE They are the lowest and the biggest stratum of the bourgeoisie. Their economic standing 

is between the toiling masses and that of the exploiters. In comparison with the national 
bourgeoisie, it has a more limited and generally fixed income and is definitely more oppressed 

by imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism and is, therefore, far more progressive. Their livelihood is 
sufficient because of their acquired skills, small capital (that is why petty bourgeois) or certain production means. 
Included among the petty bourgeoisie are the majority of teachers, students, professionals with small earnings, 

...employees and lower level 
officials of the government 
and  enterprises, ...

middle peasants, small merchants and traders, 
expert handicraftsmen, carpenter-contractors, 
fishermen with their own motorized bancas and 
equipment, and skilled laborers with high wages



NATIONAL
BOURGEOISIE

The middle bourgeoisie, otherwise called the national bourgeoisie, is composed of 
businessmen in own and country who are interested in " nationalist industrialization." 

Their interests cover small factories, fishing, small-scale manufacturing, medium-scale 
trade and commerce in transportation, and intermediate industries. Included among their 

business products are: liquor, shoes, tobacco and cigarettes, simple agricultural implements, fishing nets, rope, 
coconut oil, flour, cloth and garments, cement, paper, 

plywood, scrap metal products, plastics and other 
consumer goods. They do not work, but they 

manage their businesses directly. They earn 
profits from the labor of the workers.

LUMPEN
PROLETARIAT

Because there are many without employment, the lumpen proletariat continues to 
grow. They are the thieves, bullies, beggars, pimps, prostitutes, swindlers, vagrants 

and others who live off from anti-social activities. Their emergence is the result of 
forced absence of gainful work. The stand of lumpen proletarians is unstable. But 

some of them may be reformed. Their repugnance for the reactionary state can be used as long as they are 
guided carefully. When they join the revolution, they bring with them a roving rebel and putschist mentality.



COMPRADOR- 
BIG BOURGEOISIE

The comprador-big bourgeoisie and the big landlord class is the local ruling classes 
in the Philippines. They comprise only one (1%) percent of the population. They are 

the largest and most powerful stratum of the Filipino bourgeoisie. They earn heaps and 
heaps of profit from the trade of the Philippines with other capitalist countries like the 

US and Japan. Among the comprador bourgeoisie are the wealthiest in the Philippines, like Marcos, Soriano, Ayala-
Zobel, Aboitiz, Tan, Gokongwei, Sy, Coyuito, Uytensu, 

Floirendo, Gaisano, Osmena, Concepcion, Ramos, 
Cojuangco, Ortigas, Roxas-Chua and Enrile.

They are the principal agents of US imperialism 
in trade, banks and financial institutions and 

industries in the Philippines. 

Together with the big landlords to
whom it is closely linked, the wealth 
of the Philippines is concentrated 
to the  comprador-big 
bourgeoisie, who become 
bureaucrat capitalists.

The include managers and lawyers of  
large corporations, big 

ccountants, fake worker leaders 
and intellectuals with high 
salaries. They all directly  
serve the foreign and  
local big bourgeoisie.



BIG LANDLORD 
CLASS The big landlord class owns the extensive rural lands. They do not engage in any 

meaningful labor, and if they work at all, they only perform a small amount of it. 
They become wealthy from extracting high land rent, tribute, usury and landgrabbing. 
They also exploit rural workers by paying them low wages.

Those who assist the landlords in collecting 
rent or managing land estates and who are 

better off than the average middle peasant on 
the basis of their share in feudal exploitation can 
be put in the category of landlords. Such is the 
standing of the general run of overseers and ...

...land administrators, millers and 
agricultural machine owners, managers and 
promoters of fake farm cooperatives.



There is no social grouping in the Philippines that can be separated from class analysis.  
When the Party gives special attention to social groupings such as fisherfolk, national minorities, 

settlers, women and youth, it is not done to obscure or to denigrate the importance of their class content. 
Rather, it is to give the necessary attention to the existing particular conditions or needs of each social 
grouping.

SPECIAL SOCIAL GROUPS



FISHERFOLK Because of the archipelagic character of the Philippines, the social grouping of 
fisherfolk is distinctly large. There are those who fish for a living and they may be 

divided into three sections: rich, middle and poor. Rich fishermen use their own motorized 
bancas, huge fishing nets and other fishing equipment, buy the labor-power of poor 
fishermen, and earn more than enough to meet their family needs.

Middle fishermen use their own motorized 
bancas, fishing nets of moderate size and 

equipment that are not as good as those of 
the rich fishermen, only fish in the municipal 
fishing grounds, and earn only enough to meet 
their family needs.

Poor fishermen may own their own bancas and equipment 
of a poor quality, fish mainly along the coastal areas, 

and do not earn enough to meet their family needs. Thus, the 
poor fishermen need to seek other means of livelihood; and 
oftentimes, work in farming to supplement their livelihood, 
or sell their labor-power to rich fishermen and fishing 
capitalists. The fisherfolk are very important in connecting 
and defending the islands and for feeding the people.



NATIONAL
MINORITIES

SETTLERS

The national minorities comprise nearly fourteen (14%) percent of the population. 
The most numerous among them are those called the Muslim tribes (correctly called 

Maguindanao, Maranao, Tausog, and others). The Igorot tribes come next. The national 
minorities have long been victims of Christian chauvinism and reactionary oppression. It is not permissible to impose 
or to give the impression that a thing is being imposed from the outside of their autonomous needs.

The settlers in the mountainous and forested areas are the peasants who lost their 
lands or those who could not find jobs in the fields or factories where they came 

from. They usually live as poor peasants or lower-middle peasants, and are prevented 
by the reactionary government and various local exploiters from gaining formal title to their land. They are 
important because they are oppressed, numerous and in a terrain favorable to the armed struggle. 



WOMEN     

YOUTH

Women comprise half of the population of the Philippines, and they belong to the various 
classes. Therefore, the broad majority of Filipino women belong to the oppressed and 

exploited classes. But in addition to class oppression, 
they also experience male oppression. Women can carry out general  
and specific revolutionary tasks. This is an effective way of  
freeing them from the clutches of feudal conservatism  
and even bourgeois decadence which portrays them  
only as objects of pleasure.

The youth make up the majority of the population of the Philippines. It is only natural that 
the youth comprise the majority of the cadres of the Party and regular fighters of the 

people's army. The revolutionary experience of those who are more senior must be combined 
well with the revolutionary vigor and keenness of the youth. In mobilizing the youth, there will 

be a continuous emergence of successors who will 
carry on the revolutionary movement.



The three weapons of the Philippine revolution are the Communist Party of the Philippines, the New 
People's Army and the national united front. In short, the Communist Party of the Philippines, 

representing the proletariat, uses the two powerful weapons, the armed struggle and the united front.

THREE IMPORTANT WEAPONS FOR THE VICTORY OF 
THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION



THE 
PARTY There can be no successful revolution without the correct leadership of a definite class 

The leading class in the Philippine Revolution today is the proletariat.The Communist Party 
of the Philippines is the most advanced embodiment and the principal instrument of the 
revolutionary leadership of the Filipino proletariat in fulfilling its historic mission. Without this 

revolutionary party, there can be no revolutionary movement. It is responsible for applying correctly the universal 
theory of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought on the concrete conditions of Philippine society.



THE MAIN FORCE AND 
THE ARMED STRUGGLE

The main force of the Philippine 
Revolution is the peasantry. 

It is the largest mass force in 
a semicolonial and semifeudal 
country. Without its powerful 
support, the people's democratic 
revolution can never succeed. 
Its problem cannot but be the 
main problem of the people's 
democratic revolution. It is only by 
acting upon this problem that the 
proletariat and its Party can arouse 
and mobilize the peasant masses.

There is no solution to the peasant problem but to wage 
armed struggle, conduct agrarian revolution and build 

revolutionary base areas. In the course of carrying out the 
revolutionary struggle for land as a way of fulfilling the  

main democratic content of the Philippine Revolution, 
the central task of the entire national revolutionary 

movement which is to seize political power and 
consolidate it is also carried out. 
The main armed contingents of  
the Philippine Revolution can be 
raised only by waging a peasant 
war. Thus, it is inevitable that the 
vast majority of the Red fighters 
of the New People's Army can 
only come from  
the peasantry.

In the countryside, we will be able to 
develop certain fighting fronts of 

different quality, from guerrilla zones 
up to rural bases. In this work, we must 
always trust and rely on the masses 
because the revolution is the undertaking 
of the masses. In creating our rural bases, 
we rely on a sturdy Party organization, 
fairly strong Red Army, favorable 
terrain for military operations, and 
sufficient sources of livelihood.



The basic alliance of the working class and the peasantry serves as the firm 
foundation of the national united front. It is only by forming this alliance that 

we are able to draw the middle forces, like the petty bourgeoisie and the national 
bourgeoisie, into the national united front in order to isolate the diehard enemies.

The true united front for the people's democratic revolution is for 
waging the armed struggle. The proletariat and the Party must 

always maintain their leadership, independence and initiative within 
the united front while recognizing the independence and initiative of 
their allies.

THE NATIONAL  
UNITED FRONT



The protracted people's war is the revolutionary war waged principally in the countryside by the 
Communist Party of the Philippines, New People's Army and the Filipino people in order to attain 

genuine freedom and democracy.

In the protracted people's war, the principal stress is advancing the revolution in the countryside. Here, 
we can find the weakest links in the political power of the enemy, the widest room favorable for armed 
struggle, and the peasant masses who are the main force of the revolution. Here, we wage principally 
the anti-feudal struggle in order to overthrow the power of the landlords, and to establish the people's 
democratic power.

In the countryside, the revolutionary forces are able to accumulate strength to crush the enemy. The 
armed struggle, agrarian revolution and the revolutionary bases are developed step by step until 
eventually, the forces of the people's army are able to surpass and overcome the armed forces of the 
enemy.

The reactionaries subjugate the peasant masses with the most intense oppression and exploitation. 
Nevertheless, because of the expanse of the countryside, the enemy cannot avoid spreading himself 
out thin or else neglecting some districts whenever he is concentrated in a few places. Therefore, the 
countryside is the fertile ground for the emergence and development of Red political power—the 
people's army, organs of democratic political power, mass organizations and the Party. There is no better 
place for expansion and maneuver for our people's army and for our type of warfare.

In our country, we are able to wage a protracted people's war because of the relatively wide backward 
countryside where the bulk of the population resides. There are many places that are relatively far 
from the centers and main lines of communication of the enemy, and that are sustained by the people 
who rely on their various rural products.

In waging the protracted people's war, it is only over a long period of time that we can develop our 
forces step by step in order to overcome the enemy forces bit by bit. We are not in a position to square 
off our small and weak forces in strategic, decisive battles with the enemy forces who have the military 
advantage. It is our firm policy to engage the enemy in battles that we can win. Otherwise, we avoid the 
enemy who we cannot defeat and wait for an opportunity to strike at the enemy forces when we can 
win. 

THE PROTRACTED PEOPLE'S WAR AND  
THE STRATEGIC LINE OF ENCIRCLING THE CITIES FROM THE COUNTRYSIDE



In waging the protracted people's war, we employ the strategic line of encircling the cities from the 
countryside. We firmly develop the bases and guerrilla zones in various strategic areas throughout 
the country. In successive stages, these areas will be linked together by regular mobile forces that 
will be in a position to defend even greater and sturdier revolutionary bases in the countryside. From 
these bases, we will eventually be able to seize the cities, and advance towards victory in the entire 
country.

While the principal task is to advance the protracted war in the countryside, the secondary task is to 
develop the revolutionary underground movement, and the broad democratic mass movement in the 
cities. The main character of the revolutionary movement being launched in the cities is legal and 
defensive.

In the cities, we arouse, organize and mobilize the masses of workers and other poor, as well as the petty 
bourgeoisie (especially the students and teachers), and other middle forces for the anti-imperialist and 
anti-fascist struggle, and to support the revolutionary movement in the countryside.

The long-term task of the revolutionary movement in the cities is to prepare the urban masses for the 
time when the people's army in the countryside can seize the cities.

The advance of the revolutionary movement in the countryside stimulates the revolutionary movement 
in the cities. The advance of the armed struggle in the countryside which weakens the enemy makes 
conditions more favorable for the advance of the revolutionary struggle in the cities.

On the other hand, the revolutionary movement in the cities gives the necessary political support, 
personnel and material to the revolutionary struggle in the countryside. We combine the revolutionary 
struggle in the cities and the countryside; in the towns and the barrios; in Red areas, white areas, and pink 
areas.

We excel in combining the legal, illegal and semi-legal activities by means of a widespread and sturdy 
underground movement. The revolutionary underground movement, which develops in the shade of 
legal and democratic activities, must support the comprehensive development of the revolutionary 
forces, and link up the separate parts of the Party and the people's army at every level.





CHAPTER 4

PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION



The program of the people's democratic revolution lays down the basic principles, objectives 
and tasks of the people's democratic revolution. It is based on the “Program of the People's 

Democratic Revolution” ratified by the CPP in 1968. It is now accepted by the broad masses as 
the basis for advancing the people's democratic revolution. Its main contents have been proven 
correct by over two decades of revolutionary struggle.

PROGRAM FOR A PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION



Everything must be done in order to realize the national 
revolution that is principally against US imperialism and the 

democratic revolution that is against feudalism and fascism. 

The central task of the people's democratic revolution is 
to overthrow US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat 

capitalism, and to seize and consolidate political power. Its 
objective is to liberate the Filipino people from foreign 
and feudal exploitation and oppression.

THE CENTRAL TASK 
OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION
IN THE FIELD OF POLITICS



The joint reactionary dictatorship of the 
comprador-big bourgeoisie, big landlord class 

and bureaucrat capitalists must be overthrown 
and replaced with the people's democratic 
state system, the dictatorship of the united 
front of the proletariat, the peasantry, petty 
bourgeoisie, national bourgeoisie, and all other 
nationalists. A new-democratic republic led by the 
proletariat and in harmony with the interests of 
all revolutionary classes and strata will replace 
the present sham republic that is none other than 
the puppet creation of US imperialism and the 
coercive instrument of the exploiting classes.

A           people's congress or conference will be held from the national level of government 
down to the provincial or district level. At the lower levels, people's representatives 

will be elected according to the system of universality and equality in voting. 



There will also be representatives of the democratic classes, parties and groups agreed to by the 
representatives of the people's government in the provinces and recommended by the organizations of 

the national united front. This will be convened after the victory in the entire country or when a large part 
of the      Philippines has been liberated.

Even if the reactionary state has not yet been overthrown completely, the people's democratic government will be 
established in places where the people have already won. The barrio revolutionary committees will be established as 

the seeds or the actual organs of democratic political power.



IN THE MILITARY FIELD

Political power grows out of a barrel of a gun. For as long as the counterrevolutionary armed 
might is not crushed, the independent regime in the countryside or the people's democratic state 

system in the entire Philippines cannot be established. The New People's Army will become the basis 
of the people's democratic state system. Its 
main task at the present time is to seize 
and consolidate political power. It must 
always serve the people and defend 
them against its enemies. The principal 
forms of the people's armed 
forces—the regular mobile 
forces, the people's guerrillas 
and the people's militia—
will be developed in 
the process. of 
advancing the 
armed struggle. 
They will come 
mainly from the 
peasantry.

The people's army is a force for fighting, 
for propaganda and for production. It 

must have a mass character and they must 
be led. by the proletariat and its Party

The revolutionary bases and 
guerrilla zones must first be 

created in the countryside. There, 
the enemy must first be defeated 
before power can be seized in the 
cities. The New People's Army will 
advance wave upon wave within a 
long period of time in order to crush 
the enemy in the entire country.



IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMY

The principle of self-reliance will be carried out in economic affairs while the bases and guerrilla zones in the 
countryside are being set up. The revolutionary forces will participate in production and avoid relying completely 

on funds garnered from contributions, confiscations and war bonds. The style of simple living and arduous work 
will be carried out. Before the national victory, the leading organs of the Party and the government of the base 
will draw up sufficient economic policies for the bases and the neighboring guerrilla zones according to the concrete 
situation. They will make sure that before they conduct any economic reforms in a given area that there are 
sufficient cadres and revolutionary organizations that will ensure the correct management of the people's interests.

Even landlords who have not committed public crimes shall be 
afforded the opportunity of earning a living although they 

shall not be put in any position to decide or influence decisions

The land of the big landlords will be confiscated and 
distributed at no cost to the peasants who have little 

or no land. The principle of equalizing landownership 
shall be implemented. A richpeasant economy will 

be allowed within a reasonable period  
   of time.



The property of the imperialists, comprador-big 
bourgeoisie, big bureaucrat capitalists and traitors 

shall be confiscated to benefit the proletarian and 
semiproletarian masses.. All enterprises which have a 
monopolistic character shall be taken over.

The state sector of the economy shall have a socialist character 
and shall constitute the leading force of the whole national 

economy. The state will direct all the companies that are nationalized, 
and manage all the sources of raw materials and energy. 

The national bourgeoisie will be allowed to 
continue capitalist production but not to be able 

to dominate or to obstruct the livelihood of the 
Filipino people.

Cooperative enterprises will be initiated among 
the tilling owners and other small producers.



A national, scientific and mass culture must dominate and overthrow the present imperialist, feudal 
and anti-people culture that presently exists. A revolutionary national culture must be propagated in 

order to oppose imperialist oppression, and to uphold the dignity and independence of the Filipino nation. 
This revolutionary culture must link up with the socialist culture and the culture of new democracy in 
other countries. Free education will be implemented for the people at all levels.

We must propagate a scientific culture in 
order to combat the reactionary idealism 

being peddled by imperialism and feudalism and 
even the prevailing superstitions. A united front 
of the scientific thought of the proletariat and 
the progressive aspects of bourgeois materialism 
and the natural sciences can be made.

We must propagate a culture that truly serves the 
people, especially the working people. This culture 

is truly revolutionary and democratic because it provides 
a form for the heroic struggles and aspirations of the 
masses.

IN THE CULTURAL FIELD



IN THE FIELD OF FOREIGN RELATIONS

The closest and warmest 
relations shall be fostered 

with fraternal socialist 
states, parties and all 
revolutionary movements 
fighting imperialism, modern 
revisionism and all reaction.

Wheneverpossible, direct relations with fraternal 
parties, with revolutionary movements and with 

socialist countries must be established and enjoin 
them in solidarity to advance the Philippine Revolution.

With the establishment of the People's Democratic Republic of the Philippines, 
it will open and maintain diplomatic relations and trade with all countries 

that respect the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the country. It will ensure that 
the relations with  other countries are 
based on mutual benefit. It will follow 
the principles of peaceful coexistence: a) 
respect for each other's sovereignty and 
territorial integrity; b) non-aggression; c) 
non-interference in each other's internal 
affairs; d) equality and mutual benefit; 
and,e) peaceful coexistence regardless 
of social system. It will abrogate all une 
qual treaties and agreements with US 
imperialism and other imperialist countries.



We are in the era when imperialism is heading for total collapse and socialism is marching toward 
world victory. All peoples fighting imperialism, modern revisionism and all reaction are creating the 

conditions for the advent of socialism in more countries. The world proletarian revolution is vigorously 
advancing. This international factor is hastening the advance of the people's democratic revolution and 
thereafter the advent of socialism in the Philippines. At this stage, the universal theory of Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought and the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution have already had 
incalculable impact on the concrete practice of the Philippine Revolution. 




